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It was marvellous to share in the special service held 
to mark the 40th anniversary of Colin’s ordina�on – 
you can read more about it on pages 4 and 5.  

And we look forward to more busy �mes – for St John’s with Frome 
Fes�val staring on Friday 2nd (see page 6) and for St Katharine’s with 
the cream teas only a month away (page 10) as things gradually 
return to something a bit more ‘normal’: we are hoping that the 
August edi�on of Inspire will see the return of the rota and readings 
list on the last page as well as the ‘diary dates’ list that usually 
appears opposite the services list in the middle of the magazine. 
Mandy Crook 

A celebra�on of bells! 
On 26 June 2021, a worldwide 
celebra�on took place to mark the 
200th anniversary of an inven�on 
that revolu�onised bellringing – 
the Ellacombe chiming apparatus. 
The celebra�on started at noon in 
New Zealand and worked its way 
across the world: bells chimed in each of the major �me zones, 
played at noon local �me in each loca�on. The chimes made their 
way via St Mary’s parish church, Bi�on, Gloucestershire – where the 
chiming apparatus was invented 200 years ago by the Revd Henry 
Thomas Ellacombe whilst curate – across the Americas, finishing in 
Vancouver, Canada, 17 hours a�er they first started. 
The Ellacombe apparatus is a device that enables one person to ring 
all the bells of a church. Each of the bells is struck while the bell is 
sta�c instead of the bells being rotated. It is said that Revd Ellacombe 
devised the mechanism in order that all the bells could be rung by 
one trusted person without involving a band of unruly and perhaps 
drunken ringers ... 
Our own bells at Frome St John the Bap�st were chimed as part of 
this celebra�on. 
Colin Alsbury 
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Dear Friends 

As we made plans for this year’s Frome Fes�val a key word 
that emerged and that will be explored in the floral 
displays at St John’s was ‘re-connec�ng’. Whether it be 
socially, mee�ng face to face with family, friends or others 
a�er a long �me; whether it be resuming in-person church 
services and ac�vi�es; whether it be part of our work or our leisure, 
the process of re-connec�ng will be part of many lives for a while yet. 

For some it will be done with enthusiasm and perhaps exuberance, for 
others with hesitance and nervousness – sadly for some it won’t 
happen because of the events of the past eighteen months. 

One feature that is planned for the displays in St John’s is to have a 
‘thank-you’ tree where people can write a few words to give thanks 
for a special moment of reconnec�on in their lives, or for some other 
event or ac�on that has brought them joy and hope. I know that I’ll be 
wri�ng a card to give thanks for Father’s day a�ernoon when I saw my 
granddaughters face to face for the first �me since Christmas 2019.  

Though there are many challenges ahead on the road of life for us, as 
individuals and as church communi�es, may the week of Frome 
Fes�val be a chance to give thanks for special moments, for special 
people whose friendship has sustained us through the past year or so, 
for the blessings we’ve received. 

As the words of the hymn ‘Give thanks with a grateful heart’ proclaim: 

And now let the weak say, ‘I am strong’  
Let the poor say, ‘I am rich  

Because of what the Lord has done for us.’ 

Your Friend and Vicar 

Colin Alsbury 

Thank you to all who shared in our Patronal Fes�val service at St 
John's on 27th June, whether by a�ending, or by contribu�ng to the 
generous gi�s that I was presented with as we marked the 40th 
anniversary of my being ordained priest. The inclusion amongst the 
gi�s of some rhubarb and ginger flavoured gin was a par�cularly 
wise choice!                Colin 
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Forty years on 

On Sunday 27 June, the parishes of St John’s and 
St Katharine’s celebrated, with Colin, the for�eth 
anniversary of his ordina�on as priest. Happily 
this coincided with St John’s Patronal Fes�val, so 
the church was beau�fully decorated, the choir 
sang ‘On Jordan’s Bank the Bap�st’s Cry’, and we 
had a Bishop to preach! 

Bishop Alistair, a tutor of Colin’s at Cuddeston 
Theological College and now an honorary Bishop in the diocese, 
gracefully linked Bishop Ken’s doxology, 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise Him, all creatures here below; 
Praise Him above, ye heav’nly host; 
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost!  

with the familiar ‘www’ for ever associated with Sir Tim Berners-Lee 
(like Colin and Bishop Alistair an Oxford alumnus). The ‘www’ to which 
the Bishop referred were those associated with the office of a priest: 
Worship, Welfare and Word. It was a skilful summing up of all Colin’s 
ministry here in Frome and in other places during his diverse ministry. 

Many emails had pinged to and fro as we debated how to mark Colin’s 
significant anniversary. The first thing that must be said is that both 
parishes were remarkably generous in dona�ng to this gi�, so it 
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quickly became apparent that there should 
be mul�ple gi�s. Neil suggested that the 
main commemora�ve gi� should be a 
sumptuous, suitably inscribed (thank you, 
David!) edi�on of The Four Gospels illustrated 
by Eric Gill. We have a tradi�on, at St John’s, 
of stuffing money gi�s into inappropriate 
vessels (baked bean �ns, matchboxes) so it 
will come as no surprise to learn that a great 
deal of your dona�ons were presented in a 
hand sani�ser bo�le, with the fervent wish 
that Marian and Colin use it to take a well-
earned break later in the year. There was 
enough cash for bo�les of gin and there was 
a card. We knew that Colin would have 
been horrified if it had been passed round 
for everyone to sign, but it was signed on 
our behalf by our churchwardens, Michael, 
Neil and Terry, and inscribed with love from 
us all. 

Chris�ne had provided a delicious cake 
which was cleverly decorated. There 
were various pastel-hued non-
alcoholic drinks and quite a convivial 
throng in the forecourt. Sadly no 
Patronal Fes�val strawberries and 
cream this year, but nobody was 
complaining. 

It was good to come together to 
celebrate (when did we last do 
that?) and to thank Colin and Marian 
for all that they have done and 
meant to us, especially during these 
last dark months. 

Janet Caudwell 
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The Old Grammar School 
As I’ve been preparing the talk that I’m giving as part of Frome Fes�val 
(see above) I’ve come across various bits of informa�on about the old 
Frome Grammar School that stood on the site of the present Benne� 
Centre. My talk will mainly be about the family of Revd W M H 
Williams who came to Frome as Master of the Grammar School but 
didn’t run the school on that site, nor for the charitable purposes 
under which it was founded when the medieval chantries were 
dissolved. Rather he ran a reputable fee paying school for children of 

St John’s Frome Fes�val events 

Re-connec�ons: 10–4 daily (Sundays 12–4) 

St John’s congrega�on were asked what they were 
most looking forward to in re-connec�ng with life as 
the roadmap out of lockdown progressed, and their 
responses covered a wide range of topics which form 
the basis of the flower displays featuring people, the 
environment and nature, travel and tourism, sport, 
culture, music and the arts, fes�vals and religion. 

Stories from the missing globes:   
Sun 11 July, 4pm: A report in 1820from the old Frome 
Grammar School noted that the school’s globes had 
gone missing. Colin will take us on a journey around 
the globe with a range of colourful stories from the 
family of Revd W H M Williams , Master of the 
Grammar School from 11819 to 1870. 

Bio-diversity Trail Sat 10 July, 2-4.30  

Churchyards and burial grounds are o�en the oldest 
enclosed areas of land in a community le� unscathed 
by the development that has seen the widespread 
loss of habitats in towns and the wider countryside. 
They are incredibly rich places for nature and wildlife 
– this trail visits four churchyards in Frome. 
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the well to do which moved to various loca�ons around Frome.  

The names and dates of appointment of some of the Masters of the 
old Grammar School are known: Benjamin Dyer (1627), John 
Beaumont (1636), John Jones (1636) – then a�er the English Civil War: 
William Smyth (1662), John Gough (1664), Philip Hunton (1668), 
William Woo�on (1671), Edmund Debnam (1673), William Banning 
(1673), Richard Bathern (1676), Edmond Jones (1676), Thomas Prigge 
(1677), Bartholomew Deeke (1686), William Crowch (1693). 

The school was rebuilt in 1744 as it had depended on the old vicarage 
walls – at the �me £106 was spent on Rebuilding the Free School and 
Library. Desks in the school and bookshelves in the Library were made 
using Deal boards that had been purchased to scaffold the Steeple. In 
1747 Peter Maison became Master following the resigna�on of a Revd 
Langham. In 1788 Revd Walters was running the school. On his 
resigna�on in 1795 Revd John Pocock was appointed. By this �me the 
school was opera�ng largely as a fee paying school rather than a true 
Edward VI founda�on Grammar School. 

In 1808 Rev Theophilus Prosser became Master. Revd W M H Williams 
was appointed in 1820. At the �me there were only four or five boys 
a�ending the school and he resided at Westbrook house in Vicarage 
Street. It appears that William Morris Holt Williams made li�le if any 
effort to a�ract such boys as by nature of the founda�on would be 
en�tled to free tui�on. As the school increased in number of fee 
paying pupils, reaching sixty to seventy in number, William Morris 
Holt Williams moved the school to Brunswick Place [on SE side of the 
road to Fromefield] and then to Keyford House, Woad Hill House (now 
West Hill House) and eventually Park Hill House off Leys Lane. 

In March 1853 Revd W J E Benne� appointed Revd William Valen�ne 
Ramson to the head mastership of Frome Grammar School, but sadly 
he was taken ill soon a�er and died later that same year. 

The site of the school in 1854, just before the present Benne� Centre 
building was erected, is detailed on a sketch plan in our archives. The 
dwelling houses to the west of the old school rooms were acquired by 
Revd W J E Benne� and the new school building erected. 

Colin Alsbury 
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At the tomb of Thomas Ken 
Ed: Mar�n Perry, a recent visitor to St John’s, 

penned this beau�ful poem a�er seeing Bishop 
Ken’s tomb in our churchyard.  

Thank you, Mar�n! 

Silent is the tongue, silenced preacher,  
Thomas Ken, laid long in Frome to rest,  
curate, pastor, chaplain, bishop,  
wakes with sun no more to du�es blessed.  

Dumb by church of John the Bap�st,  
eucharist beyond his darkened sight,  
ancient hymns won’t pierce his hearing,  
but his God’s s�ll glorified at night,  

through the night, where end all human faithless,  
yet adorned with light of faithful praise  
poured from lips who love their Saviour,  
who on Lord eternal ever gaze: 

there among them serves this bishop,  
one among the many, Thomas Ken,  
who against two kings stood firmly,  
honour bound and kept by grace back then. 

Now his mortal form has faded  
under symbols of his life on earth,  
metal mitre of religious status,  
shepherd’s crook to mark his caring worth,  

iron rings like solid ribs of Adam  
show his character of inner strength  
when, around him, more kept changing,   
loyalty was his in life’s long length.   

Therefore be it said we kept God’s image,  
showed his truth, and lived out Jesus’ care, 
kept our nerve while most ignored us,  
strove for all our Father’s will to share. 

9 Continues  

A challenging road ahead 

The past year and a half has not only been a personal challenge for 
the many who been ill or have had to shield or isolate and for the 
workers who have responded with such dedica�on in our health 
services, retail and supply sectors etc. It has also presented a serious 
challenge to our parish churches, which have had to remain closed for 
long periods and have suffered significantly financially with loss of 
giving, dona�ons, etc. 

The consequences are being worked through locally and by the wider 
church, and the framework within which that will take place in our 
own diocese of Bath and Wells was already being developed as we 
went into the first lockdown in spring 2020. Phrases such as ‘focal 
ministry’, ‘discerning ministries’ and ‘local ministry’ feature large in 
the work done thus far. 

The Diocesan website outlines the situa�on thus: 

“Discerning ministries aims to encourage a wide variety of ministries 
to flourish across the diocese. It emerged from a report produced by 
a group tasked to look at the future shape of ministry across 
Somerset. 

This report was concluded in spring 2020, as Covid-19 worsened and 
churches were forced to close. It quickly became obvious that the 
pandemic would have a drama�c impact on the Church in terms of 
its worshipping life and its financial health, and as the Church 
adapted and changed to meet this challenge, this would also impact 
on deployment and ministry. 

At the heart of the original recommenda�ons of the deployment 
report was the idea of exploring the concept of focal ministry. Focal 
ministry is a commitment to a visible focus for ministry in each place, 
whether lay or ordained. 

In the diocese of Bath and Wells, we have taken the concept of focal 
ministry as a basis for encouraging a range of local ministries, which 
will differ from place to place. 

Local ministry might be provided by a chaplain, a Reader, a 
churchwarden or another church member or an ordained priest.  
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Woodlands news 
Unfortunately, the Village Hall 
Commi�ee are not able to hold 
the event planned for 10th July 
due to the extended Covid 
restric�ons. We are s�ll 
an�cipa�ng comple�on of the 
hall purchase on behalf of the 
community in the not too distant future and hope that we can 
celebrate at a later date. Further announcements to follow!  

We con�nue to be hopeful that cream teas will go ahead at their 
tradi�onal �me in August.  We are always grateful to have new 
helpers for cream teas and our numbers are rather depleted at the 
moment so if you are willing to help with this joint fundraiser for St 
Katharine’s church and Woodlands Village Hall please get in touch 
with Vivienne Kenney, who would be pleased to hear from you, on 
Frome 466685 or vskenney@hotmail.com. 

We pray for the emergence of a range of visible ministries, which will 
look different from place to place and as skills and needs allow, 
serving every community in Somerset. 

This commitment to a range of local ministries is also a way of being 
church that focuses on communi�es and allows church leaders to 
have roles that fit their calling and gi�s and are not burdensome. It 
hopes to liberate people and churches to respond to God’s love and 
call in their own community. It is also recognises the need to allow 
pioneers to emerge from their own communi�es and encourages 
people to try out new things without fearing failure. 

Discerning Ministries will provide material and tools to help 
deaneries and parish discern what ministry is needed in their place, 
drawing on the skills and talents of all God’s people. That material 

will be available shortly.” 

Colin Alsbury 
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St Katharine’s annual mee�ng  
30th May 2021 

St Katharine’s APCM was held on 30th May following a short morning 
service. The Annual Vestry mee�ng accepted the minutes of the 
previous year’s mee�ng. Michael Joyce was reappointed as 
churchwarden and the other post remains vacant. Thanks were 
expressed for all that he has done over the past year, and the many 
contribu�ons of Allyson Joyce were also acknowledged. 

The minutes of the previous APCM minutes were then accepted with 
no ma�ers arising. The Rev. Colin Alsbury presented the accounts for 
the previous year which s�ll need to be examined. It was noted that 
receipts are down and only a por�on of the Parish Share had been 
paid. Our general funds remain very low, but our churchyard fund is 
healthy and will be used for the planned work. The income rom Gi� 
Aid is s�ll to be claimed. 

The electoral roll now stands at 36.  

There was no Deanery Synod Report, but Colin noted that all the clergy 
posts in the deanery are now filled.  

Michael Joyce and Steve Siderfin were reelected to the PCC and there 
are two vacancies. 

Mandy Hulme presented the report from the PCC and there were no 
ques�ons on this. Michael Joyce presented the churchwarden’s report 
and again there were no ques�ons on this.  

Under any other business, Pam Chapman asked about the choir, and 
Colin said that the choir will resume on 20th June with six members 
un�l further no�ce.  

Vicky Turner said that she had provisionally booked the Hall for the 
Harvest Supper depending on regula�ons at the �me.  

Colin thanked everyone who had been involved 
in the le�er that had been sent out about giving 
to the church, and it is hoped there will be a 
posi�ve response to this.  

The mee�ng then closed with the Grace.  
Mandy Hulme Secretary St Katharine’s PCC 
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Eternal Wisdom for a Modern World 
Eds: Our thanks to Kevin for agreeing to con�nue the ‘books and authors’ 
series that he started in the Mid-Month Extra by moving over here to the 

monthly magazine. 

We are all probably familiar with a story of a crea�ve person who was 
seen to have died early, perhaps before their full poten�al was 
realised. An early death alerts us to the idea of lost poten�al, but on 
the other hand we can think of examples of those who are said to 
have ‘peaked early’ and whose later contribu�ons to society have not 
lived up to expecta�ons. Amongst poets whose work has endured we 
might think of John Keats, or of Edward Thomas or others who died in 
the First World War. A poet and author who is on my list of influencers 
and inspirers is John O’Donohue. He died unexpectedly at the age of 
52 in 2008. His published material is so rich and enduring that we need 
not speculate on what might have been, though those who heard him 
speak or took counsel with him do feel a great loss. Some of his 
unpublished work has appeared posthumously. 

John O’Donohue was born into an Irish speaking family in the County 
Clare, studied at the University of Ireland in Maynooth and was 
ordained to the priesthood in 1982. He gained a PhD at the University 
of Tubingen in Germany. In the year 2000 he le� public ministry as a 
priest and devoted himself to a contempla�ve life, wri�ng, and 
spiritual guidance, living in rural Ireland. Though academically gi�ed, 
his main published works express in accessible form his deep insights 
into the challenges of contemporary life. He draws on the depths of 
the Cel�c cultural tradi�ons in which he was rooted and connects us 
to that spiritual realm in both poetry and prose. I commend to you 
Anam Cara – Spiritual Wisdom from the Cel�c World; Eternal Echoes – 
Exploring our Hunger to Belong; Divine Beauty – The Invisible Embrace. 
Just before his death a volume of blessing prayers en�tled Benedictus 
was published. It is a collec�on of material of deep poe�c insights with 
prac�cal applica�on for lay people as well as clergy. This example 
seems to me relevant to our troubled �mes: 

May you listen to your longing to be free. 
   May the frames of your belonging be large enough for the dreams 

of your soul. 
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May you arise each day with a voice of blessing whispering to your 
heart that something good is going to happen to you. 
May you find a harmony between your soul and your life. 
May the mansion of your soul never be a haunted place. 
May you know the eternal longing that is at the heart of �me. 
May there be kindness in your gaze when you look within.# 
May you never place walls between the light and yourself. 
May your angel free you from the prisons of guilt, fear, 
disappointment and despair. 
May you allow the wild beauty of the invisible world to gather you, 
mind you, and embrace you in belonging.  
         (from Eternal Echoes, p.204) 

Kevin Tingay 

My Kitchen Notebook 

A refreshing summer drink 
Although the summer’s sun seems to have 
abandoned us as I write this, I am op�mis�c it will 
return, so I thought I would share with you this 
simple but delicious recipe. A few weeks ago in 
school our youngest children enjoyed a “Pirate’s 

Day”, and as part of it they made (and consumed) this delicious 
lemonade – although some of them were disappointed that it didn’t 
have any bubbles! 
It is made in a blender, and the only other equipment you need is a 
sieve and sharp knife. You need 3 unwaxed lemons – but if you only 
have waxed lemons you can wash the wax off under a hot tap. 
Roughly cut them up and put them – skins, pips and all – into the 
blender. Add in 140g caster sugar and ½ litre of water. A�er blending, 
�p the mixture into a sieve (over a bowl of course!) and push all the 
juice through. Add another ½ litre of water and chill un�l required. 
This is delicious served with a sprig of fresh mint and some ice. I 
suspect it would also be rather good as a mixer with some gin 
although I haven’t actually tried that yet. I was also thinking of making 
some into ice cubes to add to summer drinks. Rosemary McCormick 
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Jobs that no longer exist 

Bus conductor 
I am astonished that a job which occupied a lot of my �me as a student 
no longer exists, but you have to go a long way today before you can 
find a bus conductor. I am told that China s�ll employs them on Beijing 
buses and Mauri�us on Port Louis buses. However, in this country 
changes in bus design, growing ownership of motor cars and the desire 
to save money have driven out what was a common job in the 1950s.  
In those days, the driver was separated from the customers, si�ng 
safely in his cab. So another person was needed to deal with the 
customers, sell �ckets, check those with season �ckets/permits, make 
sure people didn’t smoke downstairs and that only six people stood 
downstairs. He also gave the driver instruc�ons via the bell: to stop or to 
drive past a bus stop if the bus was full. There were also more difficult 
problems that occasionally came up: stopping drunks ge�ng on the bus 
late at night; dissuading buskers from performing; ejec�ng those who 
couldn’t pay or tried to pay in foreign currency, especially on the bus 
from the airport.  
For four summers in the early 1960s I was a temporary bus conductor 
taken on for the seasonal bulge in bus use. To the exis�ng band of some 
twenty regular conductors were added half a dozen students. We all 
lived in or near a seaside town whose popula�on was swelled in July and 
August by holidaymakers from Welsh mining valleys or the factories of 
the Midlands, by foreign students coming to learn English and by 
Irishmen seeking work.  
You needed to be officially licensed and I proudly wore a lapel badge 
showing the number GG 96799. Training was minimal: you spent half a 
day with a more senior conductor but were then on your own. There 
was a small amount of supervision: an inspector would jump on at 
random to check everyone had a �cket, and the office closely monitored 
how much you took in �cket money asking you to PLEASE EXPLAIN any 
discrepancies between what you brought in and what previous 
conductors on the same route had brought in.  
In this way, if you valued your job it was very difficult to give free rides 
to your cousins, your aunty or the pre�y girl that seemed to be keen on 
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you. However, there were some groups who were 
not charged: drivers and conductors off duty; 
police; firemen; ambulance men; and, perhaps 
surprisingly, vicars.   
Mostly I was based at the Barry Depot and the 
routes there brought those living in the outskirts 
of the town down to the shopping centre or 
further to the swimming pool or the various 
beaches. The work was easy if monotonous: fares 
were either threepence or two pence halfpenny; 
there were no return �ckets. Rainy days were the 
best, when the buses were virtually empty, but 
you s�ll had to trundle around the town, keeping to the schedule, 
which usually meant stopping at Romilly Park for ten minutes. Even 
be�er was when you were called in to work on a Sunday but it poured 
with rain, so you were sent home but paid 5 hours at double �me: 
there were strong trades unions then! 
Occasionally you were given a longer run to and from the airport. Apart 
from a few locals who travelled between villages, this usually involved 
�ckets from the terminus to the centre of town. A�er a �me this too 
became boring, but I recall one memorial evening. The airport bus was 
a single decker, and the driver, being early, wanted to join his mates for 
a cup of tea at a transport cafe. He drove the bus into an already full 
car park. Then he found he couldn’t turn the bus round. He spent ten 
minutes ge�ng more and more annoyed, hi�ng several cars in the 
process. In the end I convinced him to stop and legged it to the cafe to 
get one of the more senior drivers to come and rescue him. Luckily no 
one complained, and we got back safely without the office finding out. 
The Cardiff depot was very different: the buses were licensed only to 
take people from the bus sta�on to places outside Cardiff – another 
company transported people around Cardiff itself. So you had the extra 
job of stopping people ge�ng on or off within city limits. The other 
difference was that my company refused to employ West Indians, 
whereas the Cardiff Company employed many of them, and we shared 
the same cafe. I found the West Indians were much more interes�ng to 
talk to than colleagues from my own company, but this was clearly 
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frowned upon, as racism was strong at that �me. There was no shaking 
the opinion that the West Indians should ‘go back to where they came 
from’. When I pointed out that my driver Patrick O’Shaughnessy was 
himself an immigrant, he refused to speak to me for a few days. 
Neither company employed women either, so South Wales had no 
‘clippies’, as women conductors were known in much of England.  
Being a conductor helped me to learn how to work with others, o�en 
very different from myself and gave me the discipline of having to get 
up at unearthly hours. It also gave me responsibility for significant sums 
of money and taught me the importance of keeping to the rules of the 
organisa�on you were working for. All useful in later life. 
Chris Lewis 

From St John’s School newsle�er 

A Child’s Voice 
Year 4 have been learning about deforesta�on and have 
been wri�ng some brilliant le�ers to their choice of 
Greta Thunberg, Sir David A�enborough or Prince Charles. Sir David 
A�enborough has already wri�en back to say a delighted thank you 
and that he was ‘charmed’ that the children had wri�en. Here’s one 
of the le�er: 
Dear Sir David A�enborough, 
My name is Joel and I am 9 years old. I am wri�ng because in school, 
we have been learning about rainforests. You inspire me a lot and I 
want to write to you about deforesta�on because I feel so strongly 
against it. 
I feel this way because if trees get cut down, animals will have no 
home and they could even go ex�nct. Also, when trees get cut down, 
dirt gets loose and silt goes in rivers, causing the rivers to fill up and 
eventually overflow and tribes could drown. 
I really hope you respond. How could people do this?  
Best wishes, Joel 
P.S. I really hope you come to our school and talk about this. This is 
really important. 
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JULY 2021 SERVICES 

Sunday 4th July Fi�h Sunday a�er Trinity 
8.45am Holy Communion St John’s  

10.00am Morning Service Zoom For link see pew sheet 

11.15am Holy Communion St Katharine’s  

Sunday 11th July  Sixth Sunday a�er Trinity 
8.45am  Holy Communion St John’s  

10.00am  Morning service Zoom For link see pew sheet 

11.15am  Morning Service St John’s  

Sunday 18th July Seventh Sunday a�er Trinity* 

10.00am Morning service Zoom For link see pew sheet 

11.15am Morning Service St Katharine’s  

4.00pm Holy Communion St John’s  

Sunday 25th July Eighth Sunday a�er Trinity 

8.45am Holy Communion St John’s  

10.00am Morning Service Zoom For link see pew sheet 

11.15am Morning service St John’s  

Sunday 1st August Ninth Sunday a�er Trinity** 

8.45am Holy Communion St John’s  

10.00am Morning Service Zoom For link see pew sheet 

11.15am Morning service ST Katharine’s  

* Half-marathon Sunday 18th July: At the �me of going to print the organisers 
had not published the detailed road closure �mes affec�ng Frome despite 
assurances that they would be published six weeks in advance of the event. 
The official road closure no�ce covers 8.15am to 1.00pm for the whole half-
marathon route. Because of the road closures we will not hold a service at St 
John’s on the morning of 18th July. 
** August: At St John’s the Musical Director and choir normally take a break 
for August so services in August at St John’s, in person and online, will not 
have live music.  
NB: When it is clear what changes in restric�ons may apply from 19th July 
onwards the service pa�ern will be reviewed and �mings for Sundays during 
August may be different from the current pa�ern. 
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Cathedrals of the world 

Cordova and its mosque-cathedral 
For about 600 years – to the end of the 15th century – the southern 
part of Spain, including ci�es such as Cordova, Granada and Toledo, 
were dominated by Muslim ‘Moorish’ rulers. The boundary between 
the Chris�an North and the Muslim South changed con�nuously over 
the period. Toledo was ‘reconquered’ around 1085, Cordova in 1236, 
but Granada not un�l 1492. The Moors were most o�en happy to 
have large numbers of people from different religions living in their 
ci�es, and provided they paid their taxes and didn’t try to disrupt the 
government, they could go about their religion in peace and quiet. 
A�er 1492 the Chris�an rulers were less open minded. 
Cordova is a good example of a city where Jews, Chris�ans and 
Muslims lived in large numbers over the years, mostly side by side in 
friendship. Córdoba – as the Spanish called it – was the cultural centre 
of al-Andalus, now Andalusia. It was also the intellectual centre, with 
transla�ons of ancient Greek texts into Arabic, La�n and Hebrew, at a 
�me when such texts were lost to Chris�an Europe. At one �me the 
royal library possessed an es�mated half a million volumes; in 
comparison, the Abbey of St Gall in Switzerland contained just over 
100 volumes. The university in Córdoba became the most celebrated 
in the world, at least two centuries before Oxford and Cambridge 
were thought of. It was a�ended by Chris�an students from all 
Western Europe, as well as Muslim students. Advances in science, 
history, geography, philosophy and language occurred during this 
�me. Al-Andalus was also subject to eastern cultural influences, such 
as the importa�on of hair and clothing styles, toothpaste and 
deodorant from Baghdad. During this period, rela�ons between Jews 
and Arabs were cordial, with Jewish stonemasons helping to build the 
columns of the Great Mosque.  
The architecture of these ci�es reflects their history. This ar�cle 
examines how the original Chris�an churches of Cordova were 
replaced by mosques when the Moors arrived: in turn once the Moors 
le� the Chris�ans turned the mosques back into churches and 
cathedrals. The cathedral in Cordova is the most extraordinary 
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example of the architectural mixture that comes from such history.  
The tradi�on is that there was an original Chris�an church dedicated 
to St Vincent, and that this building was shared by the Muslims when 
they first conquered the area early in the 8th century. Eventually the 
Muslim popula�on grew so large that there was a need for a large 
mosque to be built around AD 786 which itself was enlarged several 
�mes un�l around 988 it became the very large mul�-arched building 
that tourists flock to today.  

For several hundred years a�er the Chris�ans took back Cordova, they 
shared the mosque with the Muslims. The enormous size and 
structure of the mosque made it difficult to use it as a church, anyway. 
The only altera�ons were the crea�on of a number of smallish chapels 
which could fit between the side pillars of the mosque. The mosque 
also needed to be maintained, and the Chris�ans realised that they 
needed Muslim cra�smanship to do this. So they imposed a labour tax 
on Muslim stonemasons by which each man was duty bound to spend 
four days a year working on the Mosque cathedral, as it came to be 
called. The Chris�an chapels became more numerous over �me, and 
some of the original mosque arches were knocked down. 
The most significant altera�on came much later, once the Moors had 
le�. Star�ng in 1523, a new Renaissance cathedral nave and transept 
was built in the middle of the original mosque. However, not everyone 
was happy or is happy today. The king of the �me – Charles V – is 
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reputed to have said, on seeing the final new building: ‘You have 
destroyed something unique to build something commonplace.’ Many 
people today would agree with him. Here is what the combined 
building looks like today together with its surroundings and the 
Guadalquivir River in the background. 

Today the Mosque-cathedral is a world heritage site that would cover 
nearly four football pitches. You enter the hypostyle hall, originally 
used for Muslim prayers, Teaching and Sharia Law, but not used as 
part of Chris�an worship at all. It is large, flat and low-roofed with 
�mber ceilings held up by rows of double-�ered arches; there are 19 
aisles and approximately 850 columns, made from jasper, onyx, 
marble, granite and porphyry. The famous red and white voussoirs of 
the arches are inspired by the Dome of the Rock in Jerusalem; the 
mihrab – which shows the direc�on Muslims must stand to pray, 
towards Mecca – consists of a horseshoe arch leading to a small 
heptagonal chamber, the first �me that a mihrab consisted of an 
actual room rather than just a niche in the wall. I always experience a 
great sense of God’s presence as soon as I enter. 
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The cathedral’s main chapel, standing in the middle of the original 
mosque, has a cruciform nave and was finished in 1607. It took a long 
�me to build and is in several different styles, star�ng with Gothic 
elements visible in the elaborate tracery design of the stone vaults 
over the transept arms and above the altar. The project was finished 
with an ellip�cal dome over the crossing and a barrel vault ceiling. The 
main altar is designed in Mannerist style – where human bodies are all 
out of propor�on – and the choir stalls are carved out of mahogany 
and feature rows of 30 upper and 23 lower seats, all intricately 
decorated with carvings, including a series of iconographic scenes. 
This cathedral design and decora�on, with its extensive iconography 
and images form a complete contrast to the much plainer, figure-free 
original decora�ons of the original mosque. 
One sad fact is that Muslims are no longer allowed to say their prayers 
in the mosque-cathedral, despite their contribu�ons to the structure 
over many centuries. To me this is shameful but it is a consequence of 
the desire of modern Spanish religious authori�es to minimise Spain’s 
Moorish past. 
Chris Lewis 

Summer Healing Forum 
Wednesday, 7th July, 7:30–9pm on Zoom 
The Journey Towards Health & Healing 

With Special Guest Revd. Dr. Gillian Straine, Chief Opera�ng Officer, 
Guild Of Health 

The Revd. Dr. Gillian Straine is an Anglican priest, theologian, scien�st, 
author and a cancer survivor, who is passionately commi�ed to 
health, healing and Chris�an living. Gillian’s books include The Limits 
of Science? (CSP, 2017); Cancer: A Pilgrim Companion (SPCK, 2017).As 
with our previous two evening sessions, this evening with Gillian will 
include a talk, �me for reflec�on, opportuni�es for discussion in small 
groups and sharing feedback.  
Please register on the event page for the session: 
h�ps://www.bathandwells.org.uk/healing-forum-
booking-form. 
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The Gentleman Painter & Co 
Top quality work guaranteed, but minus the radio blas�ng 

out Radio 1, swearing, cigare�e smoke, constant tea 
drinking and associated annoyances. 

I have over fi�een years’ experience of careful but efficient 
pain�ng and light building work behind me. 

Pain�ng – Carpentry – Tiling – Plastering – Fencing – 
Gu�ering – Etc 

Project Management and Coordina�on – 
excellent local references 

marc@marcpeel.com 
www.thegentlemanpainter.com 
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Guided Quiet Day 
Thursday 1st July,  

10.15 for 10.30am un�l 3.30pm 
at St Julian’s Well, Wellow BA2 8QS,  

Drinks provided but please bring your own 
sandwiches for lunch if you can stay. 

Two more Quiet Days are planned for  
5th August and 2nd September. 

More details from Anthea Kemp, 01373 473994 or 
akelmgarden@gmail.com 
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Inspired to Read? 

Bri�sh Summer�me Begins  
(The School Summer Holidays 1930–1980) 

by Ysenda Maxtone Graham 

I first came across the Ysenda Maxtone Graham a 
couple of years ago when she published Terms and 
Condi�ons: Life in Girls’ Boarding Schools 1939–1979. 
Although I did not a�end a boarding school myself, 
Neil and I sent our girls to board at the age of eight, and I was 
fascinated to read the reminiscences in this small volume, not least 
the references to Hanford (unchanged from the way it was in 1947 
when it was founded … the elegant, musty drawing room … even 
smells like 1947) and Sherborne Girls’. Both books are collec�ons of 
memories, and the cut-off dates were chosen because they marked (in 
Maxtone Graham’s view) points of significant change. In 1979 girls’ 
boarding schools saw the introduc�on of duvets, while the summer 
holidays changed in 1980 (again in the opinion of the author) with the 
advent of computer games. 

About the Author  
Ysenda Maxtone Graham is a writer and journalist and has wri�en for 
The Spectator, The Sunday Telegraph and The Scotsman, as well as 
being the author of several books. She was born into a Sco�sh 
landowning family, and her grandmother was Jan Struther, whose 
1930s ar�cles for The Times about ‘an ordinary sort of woman who 
leads an ordinary sort of life’ were the basis for the war-�me film Mrs 
Miniver. Maxtone Graham’s earlier book, The Real Mrs Miniver, is a 
biography of her grandmother (Jan Struther was also the author of 
some of my favourite hymns: Lord of all hopefulness and When a 
knight won his spurs), and she has also wri�en The Church hesitant: a 
portrait of the Church of England. 

From the cover  
School’s out! Those final clangings of the bell, when summer term 
ended and you walked out through the gates into freedom, were some 
of the most sublime moments of childhood. But what happened when 
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you arrived home? How did you spend the long balmy weeks of 
unscheduled �me? And how did those summer months away from 
school shape the person you are today? ... With her acute ear for the 
hilarious and the poignant, she has created a unique, revealing 
portrait of how we were, and how families func�oned (or some�mes 
didn’t) … expensive entertainments weren’t laid on, parents didn’t 
hover, and children … had to make their own adventures … un�l you 
went away on holiday … bringing thermoses and threadbare towels in 
a car fuggy with cigare�e smoke, squished in with too many family 
members. 
A short extract 
It was rare for your bike to fit you. It was either too large, so you had 
stand on the pedals or fix blocks of wood onto them … or too small – 
the bike you’d had last summer when you were �ny … Bikes were 
things you tended not to buy new … mainly they arrived in your life in 
a rusty state … “My bike was a BSA … Bits Stuck Anywhere” 

Like her previous book, Terms and Condi�ons, Ysenda Maxtone 
Graham presents us with a collec�on of anecdotes and reminiscences, 
but whereas T&C was, by its nature, a collec�on of tales from middle-
aged/elderly women from a fairly narrow social spectrum (they had 
all been to boarding school), the stories we read in Bri�sh 
Summer�me Begins are collected from a much broader cross-sec�on 
of society. Her contributors included well-known names from the 
worlds of poli�cs and the media: Jilly Cooper, Libby Purves, Dennis 
Skinner, Rachel Johnson, Rowan Williams, to name but a few. One 
can’t help feeling that many of the people interviewed looked back on 
their childhood summers through rose-coloured spectacles, but 
Maxtone Graham’s style is non-judgemental (although she does refer 
to some people star�ng their stories with ‘it was always sunny’ rather 
than ‘it always rained’.) When I read it I found there were so many 
things I could relate to: being free to run around the neighbourhood 
with the other local children, making our own games; playing in 
unlikely places (one of our winter-�me adventures was going sledging 
on the nearby coal slag-heap), only going home for meals. I too can 
remember ‘going on holiday’ (to Tenby in our case – 7 hours in the 
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BECKINGTON PHYSIOTHERAPY 
PRACTICE 

has relocated to 
Shawford Farm (A36) 
Beckington, BA11 6SQ 

Lesley Fussell MCSP, SRP, AACP 

With over 30 years of experience 
specialising in treatment of muscle, 
and joint problems including: back 
and neck pain, work and posture 
related disorders, sports injuries, 

joint and muscle problems following 
accidents and surgery, arthri�c 

condi�ons. 
Home visits can be arranged. 

Contact  01373 831483 
Email lfussellphysio@gmail.com 

Come and see us at our new address 
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car, se�ng off at 4.30am and stopping for a roadside brew at a 
par�cular layby just outside Shrewsbury) and having to keep jumpers 
on for the first three days to ‘acclima�se’.  
As a 21st century parent I realise how much has changed, and how 
much we have lost. I could no more have thought of sending my girls 
off to play all day without any knowledge of where they were or who 
they were mee�ng: the furthest they went on their own up to the age 
of 10 was to Frome library, back in 30 minutes or I was out looking for 
them! Yet the children in this book were free to roam; yes, they 
some�mes met unsavoury characters, or got into awkward situa�ons, 
but they had to learn to deal with it. Those were the days when young 
people could take temporary holiday jobs without needing references 
and DBS checks. One boy spent his summers cycling around the Clyde 
shipyards, talking to the workmen and even going into the 
warehouses, or onto the ships. He later became a shipyard manager.  
So if you are looking for the ideal summer holiday read, try this book 
and take a trip down memory lane. 

I do hope some of you will be inspired to read this book, and I should 
love to hear your thoughts about it, or let me know what book you 
have enjoyed recently – it might feature in a future ar�cle! 

My next book reviews will be: 
August/September: My Italian Bulldozer by Alexander McCall Smith – 
what would you do if you arrived in Italy to find that instead of the 
hire-car you expected you were put at the controls of a bulldozer?  
October: How to make the world add up by Tim Harford (ten rules for 
thinking differently about 
numbers) 
November: The Century Girls by 
Tessa Dunlop; how the poli�cal 
and social changes of the 
twen�eth century affected six 
women from different 
backgrounds who were born in or 
just before 1918. 
Rosemary McCormick 
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Thomas, one of Jesus’s 12 disciples, was deeply devoted, but also very 
honest whenever he got confused. When Jesus spoke of going to his Father 
(John 14), Thomas was not afraid to ask Him where His Father was. As for 
the Resurrec�on, that really baffled Thomas. He demanded to see the risen 
Jesus for himself – and touch the wounds in His hands and feet. When Jesus 
appeared, Thomas’s immediate response was one of worship: “My Lord and 

my God” (John 20).  Thus, Doub�ng Thomas’s honest 
doubts, turned to honest faith, have become a reassurance 
for thousands of us down the centuries who also some�mes 
doubt Jesus. In Doub�ng Thomas’s complete affirma�on of 
faith, a�er mee�ng the risen, crucified Christ, we can find 
support for our own faith in Him. 

Thomas 
Saint 
doubt 
faith 
feast 
honest 
confused 
Father  
afraid 
where 
resurrec�on 
baffled 
demanded 
risen 
see 
support 
touch  
wounds 
hands 
feet 
response 
worship 
Lord 
my  
God 

JULY WORD SEARCH: St Thomas - Feast Day July 3rd 

A small boy stunned his parents when he began to empty his pockets 
of coins. Finally his mother asked him where he had got all that 
money. “At church,” the boy replied nonchalantly. “They have bowls 
of it there.”  
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Across 

1  Sent out three �mes on a reconnaissance mission from Noah’s ark 
(Genesis 8:8–12) (4) 
3  ‘The vilest — who truly believes, that moment from Jesus a pardon 
receives’ (8) 
9  Described by the 19th-century MP Sir Wilfred Lawson as ‘the Devil 
in solu�on’ (7) 
10 ‘Whoever — his life for my sake will find it’ (Ma�hew 10:39) (5) 
11 King of Gezer (Joshua 10:33) (5) 
12 Gideon’s home town (Judges 6:11) (6)  
14 The area under the jurisdic�on of a primate, for example, 
Canterbury, York (13) 
17 To him God promised that David would be king (1 Chronicles 11:3) 

JULY CROSSWORD 

The Bible version used in this crossword is the NIV. 
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(6) 
19 A descendant of Aaron who was not allowed to offer food to God 
(Levi�cus 21:20) (5) 
22 ‘If any of you — wisdom, he should ask God’ (James 1:5) (5) 
23 I gain me (anag.) (7) 
24 Rela�ng to the armed forces (1 Chronicles 5:18) (8) 
25 Title given to 2 Down (abbrev.) (4) 
Down 

1  Greek coins (Acts 19:19) (8) 
2  Church of England incumbent (5) 
4  What Epaphroditus was to Paul (Philippians 2:25) (6-7) 
5  Mother of David’s sixth son (2 Samuel 3:5) (5) 
6  ‘We are hard pressed on every side, but not crushed; perplexed, 
but not in — ’ (2 Corinthians 4:8) (7) 
7  It destroys treasures on earth (Ma�hew 6:19) (4) 
8  It threatened Paul in Jerusalem (Acts 21:35) (3,3) 
13 Well-known Reference Bible that espoused dispensa�onalism (8) 
15 Where the choir sits in a parish church (7) 
16 Real do (anag.) (6) 
18 ‘Martha, Martha... you are worried and — about many 
things’ (Luke 10:41) (5) 
20 ‘One man considers one day more sacred than another; another 
man considers every day — ’ (Romans 14:5) (5)  
21 A place with twelve springs and 70 palm trees where the Israelites 
camped (Exodus 15:27) (4) 

Crosswords reproduced by kind permission of BRF and John Capon, originally published in 
Three Down, Nine Across, by John Capon (£6.99 BRF)  

Answers to June’s crossword:  
ACROSS: 1, Ambush. 4, School. 8, Tired. 9, Famines. 10, Citadel. 11, Endor. 
12, Atonement. 17, Avert. 19, Oracles. 21, Married. 22, Lance. 23, Rhythm. 
24, Hyssop.  
 
DOWN: 1, A�ach. 2, Bire�a. 3, Sided. 5, Compete. 6, Owned. 7, Lustre. 9, 
Falsehood. 13, Ostrich. 14, Talents. 15, Farmer. 16, Asleep. 18, Early. 20, 
Alley. 
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YOUR MAGAZINE TEAM 

Editors: Mandy Crook, Karolyn Curle 
Printer: Karolyn Curle 

Collators: Judith & Peter Davies, Allyson and Michael Joyce 

Please send in material for Inspire to the editors  
by the 15th of the previous month. 

ADVERTISING RATES 
For a full year (10 issues – August and December are double-months) 

1/8 page  4.3 cm (height) by 6 cm (width)    £20.00 
1/4 page  9 cm (height) by 6 cm (width)    £30.00 
1/3 page 6 cm (height) by 12.3 cm (width)    £40.00 
 ½ page 9 cm (height) by 12.3 cm (width)    £60.00 
Full page 18 cm (height) by 12.3 cm (width) £110.00 

To adver�se, please contact the editor 
 (amandacrook@blueyonder.co.uk) 

JULY SUDOKU 

33  



34  35  


