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As Colin says in his le�er opposite, the top news this 
month is that in-person services resume at St 
Katharine’s on 16th May. For the St John’s 

congrega�on, too, there is further progress out of lockdown with a 
service at 11.15am on the 2nd Sunday (morning service) and 4th 
Sunday (Holy Communion) in addi�on to the 8.45am service. The 
Zoom services at 10am con�nue for the moment – so we get a 
chance to sing, too – full details of all the services on page 17. 
On a different subject, I’m delighted to announce that our 
administrator Karolyn is joining me in edi�ng Inspire. She’s actually 
been involved two or three months already, but she’s now on the 
magazine team list on the back page, so it’s official! 
Thank you, Karolyn!                    Mandy Crook 

Did you know… 
 ... that in 1784 a ‘brick tax’ was introduced to help cover the costs of 
the American War of Independence? 

The reason for no�ng this is that in the preliminary report from the 
archaeologists who did work at St John’s in March they note the brick 
size used in some of the vaults below the nave floor as being before 
that date because they were not of the now standard size. They had 
come to inves�gate the floor substructure in rela�on to plans to 
improve the welcome area at the West end of the church and have 
found that parts of the subfloor are not strong enough to support 
replacement of boarded areas with stone flags res�ng on a simple 
infill. In order to help plan other future works we are invi�ng them 
back again during May to check out a few other loca�ons. This will 
mean that we can design future working methods safely: at 
Glastonbury they had a problem a year or two ago when a cherry 
picker being used in the church proved too heavy for the floor 
structure to support! 
Our apologies to those who come regularly for the private prayer 
sessions as there will be one week (probably the one including 
Wednesday 12th and Saturday 15th May) where they will not be able 
to happen.                                                                               Colin Alsbury 
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Dear Friends 

The month of May is upon us, and various parts of life 
begin to feel more normal: I have been for a haircut just 
before wri�ng this le�er! 

It will s�ll take some �me for the full range of restric�ons 
to change and for many to regain confidence to be out and about. 
From the 17th May we an�cipate some further easing of restric�ons – 
socially distanced conversa�ons with each other inside the church 
building will be allowed, for example. We wait on any changed 
guidance about music and singing before the choirs at our churches 
can once more be part of shaping our worship – hopefully that will not 
be too long a �me in coming. Thank you to all who bear with our 
evolving pa�ern of worship – services resume at Woodlands from the 
middle of May – and thank you for bearing with the changes month by 
month. 

The changes due from 17th May will also allow our Annual Parochial 
Church Mee�ngs to be in person – at the Benne� Centre for St John’s 
on 20th May, and in St Katharine’s for theirs on 30th May. Our various 
church officers and church council members have been pu�ng in lots 
of unseen work keeping things going through the past year, and our 
APCMs are a real opportunity to show our apprecia�on for the work 
they do. 

One of the real lessons of the past year has been just how important it 
is that we have human contact with each other to share concerns and 
worries and find encouragement from others: to those who have 
taken �me to pick up the phone and chat with folk we are truly 
grateful, whether it be those in the pastoral team or others simply 
keeping in touch with each other. When St Paul wrote to the 
Thessalonians “Therefore encourage one another and build each 
other up, just as in fact you are doing” he can hardly have had in mind 
our present circumstances, but the words remain a powerful message 
to us all. 

Your Friend and Vicar 
Colin Alsbury 
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Holy Week and Easter 
This, tradi�onally, has always been one of my 
breathless accounts of daily events, featuring 
wall-to wall services on Good Friday and 
climaxing with the joyous Easter Day 
celebra�ons, which for some of us begin at 
daybreak and involve lots of fire and the smell of 
bacon cooking. That is why Easter 2020 was so 
melancholy. All we could do was watch screened 
images of bishops and archbishops celebra�ng 
the Easter Eucharist in their kitchens. 
During Holy Week and Easter 2021 it was 
possible to feel that we were edging towards a 
recognisable pa�ern of worship. St John’s 
remained open as it has done for so many 
months, for set �mes of personal prayer, 

heroically stewarded by people seemingly impervious to the draughts 
gus�ng through those open double doors (‘ven�la�on’).  
A reduced Easter panorama appeared in front of the altar and the flower 
arrangers began to prepare for the church to burst into life. 
Palm crosses are, we know, incredibly important to so many people, so St 
John’s pastoral team undertook to distribute as many as possible ‒ some 
were able to distribute crosses in person, some posted them (some of you 
may have received ‘virtual’ palm crosses via email). So on Palm Sunday, 
those joining the Zoom service were able to hold these crosses alo� once 
again. 
The Tuesday in Holy Week has always been set aside for Sta�ons of the 
Cross and we did manage to walk that way again, using the images of our 
painted Sta�ons in St John’s and reading aloud the reflec�ons which have 
been in place beneath them throughout Lent. A significant feature of 
worship during lockdown has been the way in which people from our 
different congrega�ons have been able to come together via Zoom. So it 
was a par�cular delight to have the fourteen readers for Sta�ons of the 
Cross drawn from different aspects of our church life. 
During last year’s Holy Week, Colin put together some inspira�onal pieces 
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of devo�on on YouTube, and these 
were available during Holy Week 
2021: the Tenebrae medita�on, the 
Via Crucis Sta�ons of the Cross and 
the ligh�ng of the Easter Fire.  
But this year St John’s was open on 
Easter Day: the flowers arrangers 
had filled the church with beau�ful 
flowers; the Lent Cross had sprung 
into life and the inevitable grape hyacinths had appeared on the 
Easter Garden; St John’s School provided a colourful arrangement of 
Easter images. And we were able to meet together for our Easter 
Eucharist in church. 
I know that there were restric�ons ‒ having to book; the masks; the 
spacings; the lack of music ‒ all of these were upse�ng for many 
people. But we were able to worship together, we did share in the 
Eucharist and, thanks to Rosemary and the choir, we were able to 
hear the glorious Alleluias ringing through those open doors at the 
beginning of the service. 
Colin’s Lent Course this year had focussed on different meals Jesus 
had shared during his ministry and these became par�cularly relevant 
on Maundy Thursday when we were able to meditate on various 
different images of the Last Supper, and on Easter Monday when were 
able to reflect on the beau�ful account of the meal at the end of the 
encounter on the Emmaus road. 
So: another different Holy Week and Easter! We seem to have 
travelled so far since the beginning of that first lockdown ‒ and the 
journey con�nues. We are beginning to devise a different pa�ern of 
worship, conscious that there are some who find services in church, or 
services via Zoom, difficult or impossible. We are really aware that 
there are members of our congrega�ons that we are not mee�ng at 
any of our services, and we look forward to worshipping together very 
soon. Meanwhile it was wonderful to hear the Easter acclama�ons 
ringing round St John’s (or our living rooms!). 

Christ is risen. He is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
Janet Caudwell 
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Remembering HRH Prince Philip, Duke of Edinburgh 
Ed: Many thanks to the contributors to this page, and to Chris Lewis for 

sugges�ng this rather lovely way of enabling us to pay our respects  
to a very memorable man 

The first memory goes back to the 1950s. Chris Lewis writes:  
In 1959 I was in the Glamorgan Youth Choir that sang Bach’s ‘Vivat’ 
to Prince Philip in the Council Chamber in Cardiff, with changed 
words to reflect the presence of the Queen.  

In the event only the Duke came and a�er we had sung Prince Philip 
looked round the Council Chamber and said to us in his inimitable 
way: ‘Thank you all. If I only say one thing, you have made the best 
noise that has ever been heard in this place.’ 

Moving on to the 1990s, Peter Davies remembers: 
Prince Philip was Patron of the Royal Corps of Naval Constructors, 
which I joined in 1957. In the summer of 1991 Judith and I received 
an invita�on to a Buckingham Palace garden party, along with a work 
colleague and his wife, with the addi�onal delight of being invited to 
speak with the Duke regarding our professional work. 

When we arrived at the Palace the four of us were met by an 
equerry, taken to the garden, given a short briefing and then we 
waited for the Duke. 

He came and cha�ed to us for about 5 mins about several mari�me 
projects that we were involved in and seemed very knowledgeable 
and interested in them all. He then unexpectedly asked the wives 
what they did – they said they just looked a�er the men! 
A deligh�ul occasion – the sun shone and the tea was excellent. 

Steve Smith recalls a royal visit to his school. He says: 
In 2012, I was the head of a middle school in Crewkerne, Somerset. 
We were lucky enough to have the Queen and Prince Philip visit; 
they arrived by car and took off in a helicopter from the school field. 

We had all the kids lined up waving flags and cheering as they 
arrived, and I was part of the gree�ng party. I shook hands with the 
Queen and she spoke to my chair of governors. Prince Philip spoke 
to me, looked around admiringly and said he liked the grounds and 
playing fields! Great visit. Lovely man. 
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Neil McCormick sent in this story rela�ng to the DoE award: 
When I was at school a prefect found a pupil walking around outside when 
he should have been in prep. ‘Where do you think you're going?’ said the 
prefect. ‘Buckingham Palace’ came the reply – he was going to collect his 
Gold Duke of Edinburgh award.  

Simon Keyes recounts this encounter with the Prince for us: 

Prince Philip was one of the early pioneers of inter-religious dialogue, and 
he established St George's House in Windsor in 1966 as a place for private 
conversa�on and radical thinking. He was also the anima�ng force behind 
a historic mee�ng of religious leaders in Assisi in 1986, issuing the famous 
invita�on: ‘Come, proud of your own tradi�on but humble enough to 
learn from others.’  

Two decades later I was running the St Ethelburga's Centre for 
Reconcilia�on and Peace in London and had, through an improbable set of 
circumstances, erected a circular Bedouin tent in the Square Mile as a 
focal point for inter-religious and other peacebuilding encounters. I 
invited the Duke to come and share with a small group of our supporters 
and volunteers his experience and wisdom about interfaith rela�onships. 

To my surprise he agreed, and a few months later he spent a couple of 
hours in conversa�on with a group of twenty or so young(ish) people. We 
had a rule that shoes should be removed in the tent (actually just to keep 
the carpet clean) and was prepared to waive this for the Prince. He saw 
the no�ce, however, and insisted on removing his. The row of shoes 
outside the tent has never included such a highly polished pair of brogues!  

It was a wonderful conversa�on. He spoke from the heart about how 
encounters with people of other faiths had enriched his own Chris�an 
faith and the crucial importance for the world of long-term personal 
friendships across religious borders, not just theological debates or 
poli�cal alliances. Everything people say about his curiosity about other 
people’s views was displayed that morning as he ques�oned other people 
on their thoughts. I got the strong impression that he enjoyed the relaxed 
atmosphere of the occasion as much as we enjoyed his presence. I came 
away from that conversa�on impressed by the way Prince Philip used his 
unique posi�on so crea�vely to champion the cause of inter-religious 
peace long before many other people, and I suspect, in defiance of more 
establishment voices. 
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Chris�an Aid Week 10-16 May 
Jean Fraser has been able to organise a much-
needed collec�on in the Westway.  
St John's are going to try to gather enough 

people to fill three two-hour slots on Monday 10 May from 10am to 
4pm.Of course the licence to collect has only been granted on the 
understanding that strictest safety protocols are in place, but we 
quite understand if people don't feel able to take part. You can expect 
a phone call if you have helped in the past, but there might be others 
who would like to help: please phone 01373 461176. There will be 
other ways to support Chris�an Aid – look out for details. 

New book helps mark Chris�an Aid’s  
75th anniversary  

Chris�an leaders, ac�vists, writers and theologians 
world-wide have wri�en prayers for a new book to 
commemorate and celebrate Chris�an Aid’s 75th 
anniversary. Rage & Hope: 75 Prayers for a Be�er 
World is a collec�on of defiant prayers for jus�ce 
and includes prayers on climate injus�ce, Black 
Lives Ma�er, violence against women, extreme 
poverty in Burundi discrimina�on against Dalits in 

India, the coronavirus pandemic, and inequality in Myanmar. 
Chris�an Aid was founded by Bri�sh and Irish churches to help 
refugees following the Second World War. Since then, its aim has 
been to create a world where everyone can live a full life, free from 
poverty by providing humanitarian relief and long-term development 
support, while speaking out against injus�ce. For example, Chris�an 
Aid helped during the Biafra war, advised Mar�n Luther King during 
the civil rights movement of the 1960s, campaigned to make poverty 
history in the 2000s, and is now figh�ng the climate emergency 
around the world. 
Rage & Hope: 75 Prayers for a Be�er World is available from: 
h�ps://spckpublishing.co.uk/rage-and-hope 
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Re�rement of Bishop Peter 
Thank you to Lois Bushell for sending in the Diocesan prayer 
prepared on the announcement of Bishop Peter’s re�rement 

Bishop Peter’s re�rement service will be online on Saturday 22 May at 
3pm for about 45 mins and followed by a live streamed informal tea. 
These can be accessed on the day via the Diocese of Bath and Wells 
Facebook. If you would like to send messages, please email them to 
andrea.howle�@bathwells.anglican.org by Friday 14th May.  

... and don’t miss Bishop Peter’s le�er in the May edi�on of the 
Diocesan newsle�er Manna, which also includes his answers to 
ques�ons such as what moments of his �me in Bath & Wells stand out 
for him and what gives him hope for the future of the Church here.  
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My Kitchen Notebook  

Environmentally friendly  
spring cleaning 

The sun was shining, and I suddenly had an 
unfamiliar sensa�on – I wanted to spring-
clean the house! This must be the moment 
when I turn into my mother (they say all 
women do in �me!) as never before have I 
enjoyed wielding a duster!  

When we moved into The Hermitage, we 
inherited a cleaner, Ann, from the previous owners, but when we 
were all working from home during lockdown, we decided it would be 
difficult for her to clean round us, so she was furloughed. Then at the 
beginning of March, when Alice and I went back into school, Ann 
decided she was ready to re�re. Which leaves me responsible for 
keeping the house clean (although Neil does the vacuuming!), and I 
decided it was a good opportunity to “go green”.  

I had recently discovered a book (and Instagram account) by Nancy 
Birtwhistle – former Bake-Off champion famous for her irreverent 
a�tude towards Paul Hollywood (or ‘that male judge’ as she once 
referred to him). With her own tried and tested ways of doing things 
she wasn’t going to be in�midated by him. In 
her book: Clean & Green she shares her ideas 
for tackling the daily domes�c chores, with 
her own eco-friendly recipes for bathroom 
cleaner, metal polish, toilet cleaner, fabric 
condi�oner – all those everyday products 
which can do so much damage to our 
environment. She even has ideas for personal 
hygiene products such as shower gel and bath 
salts. The basic materials she uses would have 
been familiar to my grandmother – white 
vinegar, bicarbonate of soda, liquid soap, 
washing soda, but they are actually really 
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effec�ve. It makes me wonder when and why we allowed so many 
harmful chemicals onto our kitchen shelves. I have to confess that I 
haven’t completely switched yet – I need to finish up all the half-
empty bo�les of Toilet Duck and Windolene first – but I have been 
successful in using le�-over lemon pieces to remove limescale and I 
cleaned the cooker hob very easily with just some hot water and 
Ecover washing-up liquid. Now that Neil has started cu�ng the grass 
again, I shall find an opportunity to try Nancy’s method for cleaning 
the oven shelves – bury them in fresh grass. 

Rosemary McCormick 

DEC extends Coronavirus Appeal to include India 
The Disasters Emergency Commi�ee (DEC) has been helping the 
poorest communi�es in seven of the world’s most vulnerable places 
tackle the pandemic, and they are now expanding their appeal to 
help people in India as they face an overwhelming surge of the virus. 
They urgently need your support so they can: 
 support India's health system by providing medical supplies and 

treatment facili�es 
 slow the spread by providing hygiene kits, soap and clean water 

for essen�al hand-washing 
 support the most vulnerable families by providing food and 

care packs to people in isola�on. 
How to donate:  

Online: h�ps://www.dec.org.uk/ 
Phone: 0370 60 60 900 

SMS: Text SUPPORT to 70150 to donate £10. 
Post: Send a cheque to DEC Coronavirus Appeal, PO Box 999,  

London EC3A 3AA 

Thank you for your help 

Ed’s note: The DEC is made up of 14 chari�es: Ac�on Against Hunger, 
Ac�onAid UK, Age Interna�onal, Bri�sh Red Cross, CAFOD, CARE 

Interna�onal UK, Chris�an Aid, Concern Worldwide UK, Islamic Relief 
Worldwide, Oxfam GB, Plan Interna�onal UK, Save the Children UK, 

Tearfund and World Vision UK  
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St John’s School newsle�er  

RECIPES FOR A GOOD FRIEND 
The school reports: Maple and Sycamore Classes have been wri�ng  

recipe poems about crea�ng friendships. You will need ... 

A handful of memories, 
A gallon of kindness, 
A baker’s dozen of laughs, 
A sprinkle of forgiveness, 
2 spoons of sharing, 
A classroom of fun! 
10 buckets of happiness, 
A lake of trust, 
200 ladles of carefulness, 
2 boxes of love, 
200 shakes of helpfulness, 
A large dollop of bonkersness, 
2 tablespoons of playing together, 
A river of dancing, 
40 cups of perseverance, 
10 yards of teamwork, 
100,000 scoops of hope, 
9 tablespoons of joy, 
300 glasses of self-control, 
An endless amount of listening, 
8 ounces of pa�ence, 
A dozen smiles, 
13 bo�les of wisdom, 
1 �ght hug, 
A can of kisses, 
12 fingers of responsibility, 
A few pinches of silliness, 
and lots and lots of respect!  

A bucket of laughter. 

A dash of joyfulness. 

1 litre of special care. 

1 jug full of happiness. 

A bo�le of shared interests. 

A sprinkle of love. 

12 teaspoons of kindness. 

A spoonful of games. 

5,000 teaspoons of helpfulness. 

An enormous box full of hope. 

A drop of memories. 

3 grams of understanding. 

A huge dollop of togetherness. 

3 shakes of sharing. 

2 tablespoons of fun! 

A cup full of co-opera�on. 

3 tablespoons of perseverance. 

Half a dozen smiles. 

A rocket full of respect. 

A bag full of self-control. 

Food for thought, indeed! 
Thank you to Sycamore Class 
(le�) and Maple Class (above) 
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Annual Parochial Church Mee�ngs 

St John’s: Thursday 20th May, 7pm in the Benne� Centre 
St Katharine’s: Sunday 30th May, 11.30am in the church  

(a�er a short Morning Service) 
As well as the elec�ons of churchwardens and PCC members, this is 
the �me when we review the ac�vi�es of the church over the past 
year and outline future plans and visions for the future, as well as a 
chance to put forward ideas or ques�ons you may have, so do come! 
Note that these are in-person, socially distanced 
mee�ngs, but should restric�ons not ease as currently 
planned, we have the op�on of holding the mee�ngs 
online – we very much hope not to have to do that, 
however, as it will exclude a number of people. 

St John’s PCC mee�ng 
20 April 2021 

The mee�ng took place by Zoom.  
One of the main items on the agenda was to confirm 

decisions made by the standing commi�ee to approve (1) the 2020 
accounts, (2) the payment of the Parish Share in full and (3) the 
repayment to the Restora�on Fund of the £3,000 loan for the co�age 
renova�ons. The PCC also gave their approval to a new Founda�on 
governor applica�on and agreed that the Restora�on trustees be 
asked for the funds to cover the costs of the further subfloor 
inves�ga�ons needed in the church. A subgroup to prepare op�ons for 
reordering the church forecourt parking was established, and 
Lawrence Fairfield was thanked for dona�ng the Rood Screen ligh�ng. 

This was Chris Lewis’s last PCC as he is re�ring at the APCM, and he 
was warmly thanked for his contribu�on over the past six years. 
Mandy Crook, secretary 

Congratula�ons to Simon Keyes who has been appointed to lead 

the Diocesan Peacebuilding Network. Simon will be wri�ng an ar�cle 
on what this entails for the next edi�on of Inspire.  
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Wells Cathedral: the building 

In 1934 my father, with a few friends, spent a week walking from 
Lynmouth along the coast to Weston and on to Wells. He o�en talked 
about this trip, and with his encouragement, 50 years later I walked 
the West Mendip Way star�ng at Wells Cathedral and walking back 

along the Mendips to Weston. Long 
before I came to live in Somerset I 
knew all about the beau�ful West 
Front, the scissors internal arches and 
the mediaeval clock. I have used Dad’s 
book about Somerset as one of my 
sources in this ar�cle, as it is much 
more poe�c and charming than current 
online sources. 

The first church on the site was contemporary with our first church 
here in Frome. We have other characteris�cs in common: both places 
were chosen because of their sources of water; and the well feeding 
the fountain in Wells marketplace flows down the street in the same 
way as one of our springs flows down Cheap Street in Frome.  

The cathedral was started around 1176 and took nearly three 
centuries to finish. Many have called it the most beau�ful of our 
English cathedrals. Because Wells s�ll remains a modestly sized city, 
le� alone by railways and motorways, there is li�le traffic and there 
are no tall office blocks or nearby factories to take away from the 
cathedral’s dominant posi�on. It retains the a�ributes of a cathedral 
close that we associate with Trollope novels but which have 
disappeared from most of our cathedrals, as commerce and industry 
have developed around them. 

There is a cathedral school, a bishop’s palace, a cathedral green and a 
mediaeval ‘Old Deanery’. The Vicar’s Close claims to be the oldest 
con�nuously inhabited street in Great Britain. Only in Wells are the 
whole of the original ecclesias�cal buildings standing, enclosed in a 
wall which shuts out the secular city from the quiet precincts of the 
great cathedral. Even the moated bishop’s palace, with swans who 

15 Continues  

have been taught to ring a bell to be fed, lies within these walls, and 
so successfully has the march of �me been arrested that to pass from 
the city through one of the gateways is to step back across the 
centuries to pre-Renaissance England. 

The cathedral is the mother church of our diocese and we should be 
very proud of it. The whole building is exquisitely propor�oned and 
the exterior decorated with a marvellous richness that contrasts well 
with lovely simplicity of the interior. On the West Front are sculptured 
more than 600 figures, 150 of which are life size or larger, in a 
marvellous pageant of kings, queens, princes, ecclesias�cs and 
nobles. Inside is a museum of the finest mediaeval sculpture. There is 
a deligh�ul sense of spaciousness in the lo�y and well-lit nave, a relief 
from the gloom of many mediaeval buildings. The capitals on every 
pillar are a deligh�ul collec�on of moral tales: four scenes showing 
the retribu�on which overtakes fruit-stealers, a girl extrac�ng a thorn, 
a man suffering from toothache.  

Among the chief glories of the cathedral are a lovely lady chapel, a 
13th century chapter house approached by a graceful and interes�ng 
staircase, two beau�ful chantries, some marvellous 14th century 
stained glass, a fine crypt, some lovely cloisters and, of course, the 
famous mediaeval clock, where people congregate every hour for the 
show that follows the striking: the four knights on horseback that 
revolve, with every twel�h one being unhorsed, the strange figure of 
Jack Blandiver who kicks a bell with his heels every quarter and uses a 
hammer to strike the hour. 

There are also several glorious tombs of bishops, going as far back as 
Bishop Giso who died in 1088; also the Beckington monument which 
shows the bishop in his state robes with the representa�on of a 
corpse in winding sheets below and a rich canopy above. At this point 
on a recent visit, my wife – who is a cradle Buddhist and dislikes the 
Chris�an habit of burying and not burning bodies – finally lost 
pa�ence and said she would wait for me outside.  

We owe it to commanders of Monmouth’s Army that the cathedral 
was not burned down in The Monmouth Rebellion of 1688. Having 
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marched from Frome to Wells, some 
of the Wiltshire regiment’s hangers-
on got drunk and started to destroy 
the West Front statues out of 
religious fervour and would have 
burned the cathedral itself were it 
not for Lord Grey in command, who 
felt it would be extremely bad for 
Monmouth’s PR if Wells was 
destroyed. For a roman�c account of 
this read Conan Doyle’s Micah 
Clarke, Chapter XXVIII – ‘Of the Fight 
in Wells Cathedral’. 

My favourite view is when you enter 
the cathedral and see the scissor arches, the unique design of a 14th 
century architect to stop an impending catastrophic collapse. They 
don’t look strong but they have stood for over 700 years so the design 
must work! My favourite visit to Wells was when, a�er rushing 
through the countryside to catch evensong one day in the 1990s, we 
were rewarded by the choir singing ‘How lovely are thy dwellings’ 
from Brahms German Requiem: a few minutes of heaven on earth. 

Such beauty and history need to be constantly looked a�er, however, 
otherwise they could gradually disappear. Today the pressure of 
money could move Wells towards most other ci�es. Some want to 
profit from development; others do not have enough money to 
maintain their historic assets. Across my desk as Chair of CPRE 
Somerset recently have come proposals for new housing estates on 
the outskirts of Wells and a radio mast in the grounds of the Cathedral 
School; and the diocese plans to sell the Old Deanery to a private 
contractor. A few years ago, plans to move the bishop from his palace 
were only stopped a�er public protests. We must all work hard to 
preserve what is beau�ful and upli�ing in our local towns and ci�es.  

Chris Lewis 

Ed: You can read the latest on the Bishop’s Palace swans on page 20 
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MAY 2021 SERVICES 

Sunday 2nd May Fi�h Sunday of Easter 

8.45am Holy Communion St John’s  

10.00am Morning Service Zoom For link see pew sheet 

Sunday 9th May Sixth Sunday of Easter 

8.45am  Holy Communion St John’s  

10.00am  Morning service Zoom For link see pew sheet 

11.15am  Morning Service St John’s  

Sunday 16th May Seventh Sunday of Easter 

8.45am Holy Communion St John’s  

10.00am Morning service Zoom For link see pew sheet 

11.15am Morning Service St Katharine’s  

Sunday 23rd May Pentecost / Whit Sunday 

8.45am Morning Service St John’s  

10.00am Morning Service Zoom For link see pew sheet 

11.15am Holy Communion St John’s  

8.45am Holy Communion St John’s  

10.00am Morning Service Zoom For link see pew sheet 

11.15am Morning Service St Katharine’s Followed by APCM 

Sunday 30th May Trinity Sunday 

Private prayer sessions at St John’s  
Wednesdays and Saturdays, 1pm to 3pm 

Note that there will be no private prayer sessions on Wednesday 
12th May and Saturday 15th May because of further subfloor 

inves�ga�ons in the church 

Regular mee�ngs via Zoom 
Coffee and Chat – Sundays 11.30am contact twbushell@gmail.com 
Singing  – Fridays 6.30pm contact rosemarymccormick@hotmail.com 



18 

Jobs that do not exist any more 
Chris Lewis writes: This new series looks at jobs and trades that no longer 

exist. Contribu�ons are welcome. These could be part of your family history, 
part of the community in which you grew up or jobs that have been replaced 

by some form of technology. 

Wharfingering 

1890s Cardiff was a very busy port. 5 million tons of coal were 
exported every year, along with nearly 100,000 tons of iron. The same 
ships brought back tons of �mber from countries such as Norway. 

The owners of coal pits and ships, with their professional men made 
fortunes out of this trade but depended heavily on thousands who did 
the dirty work: the coal miners; the steam train drivers; those who 
loaded and unloaded the ships; sailors; tradesmen who ran small 
businesses on which the pits and the docks relied to keep going; local 
builders who built the houses, schools and chapels; lawyers to draw 
up deeds; doctors, teachers and preachers.  

The men who did the heavy work were the same groups that had been 
called ‘navvies’ during the canal building era: rough, disorganised, 
o�en non-English (and non-Welsh) speaking. They needed work, but 
its very nature meant it could not be guaranteed. Ships would arrive at 
random �mes, the Cardiff �des are second highest in the world, and it 
was very difficult to berth a ship safely: there was li�le room to store 
coal and iron on the wharf side.  

The men who made the profits were usually Englishmen who owned 
the land where the coal or iron was mined. They raised the money to 
invest in the technology needed: to get the local railways built, to get 
the docks extended to cope with the growing trade. 

My grandfather was part of the small group of tough middle men who 
facilitated all this ac�vity. At 18 he became a wharfinger, a low status 
but essen�al and quite lucra�ve job in the ports of the �me. If you 
look up wharfinger you find it is usually described as an archaic word 
for what we now call a harbourmaster. But a wharfinger in 1888 was a 
much more dangerous and difficult job that we expect nowadays from 
a harbourmaster.  
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Loading/unloading a ship was an essen�al part of the export/import 
trade. Ge�ng the coal and the iron from the local trains into the holds 
of the ships had to be done by hand, quickly, safely and o�en at very 
short no�ce, with very li�le technology or protec�on from danger, 
with few health and safety regula�ons. The wharfinger was a foreman 
in charge of the men; he was one of the owners’ agents; he was 
subject to the rules of the dock offices, the classic middle man of the 
late Industrial Revolu�on – he got blamed by all sides when something 
went wrong. 

Wesley Gray Ford was named Wesley a�er the famous preacher. Gray 
was his mother’s maiden name and he got his management skills from 
her. Jane Gray was the daughter of a former Mayor of Jarrow, who 
had married a Welsh farmer travelling in the north-east to buy horses. 
She moved back with him, gave birth to two sons but died in childbirth 
before the boys were ten. The family disintegrated: father took to 
drink and lost his farm; the boys were looked a�er by rela�ves in 
nearby Cardiff. Passed from one uncle to another, forced to make his 
own way in the world Wesley nevertheless grew big and tough. By the 
�me he was 15 he was strong enough to make a living loading and 
unloading ships. 

He soon realised that the docks were a chao�c place, that the 
wharfinger in his part of the docks had no grasp of what he was doing 
and spent too much �me in the local bar. A�er two years of this, a day 
came when the wharfinger could not be found; everybody knew a ship 
with a lucra�ve load of pitprops would be arriving within an couple of 
hours, but there was no one ready to organise the unloading. 
Grandfather marched into the dock offices and convinced officers that 
he could take over as temporary wharfinger un�l the current one 
came back. His strength of will coupled with his bright red beard 
overcame any suspicions of his youth: the men did what he told them, 
the ship was unloaded, the men paid, and Wesley got his bonus. 
When the actual wharfinger was told, he carried on drinking and 
never came back. In a ma�er of weeks Wesley was in full charge of 
the group of men, respected by the dock officers and pu�ng money 
aside. 
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He was never an ambi�ous man: all he wanted was to save enough 
money to be able to become a farmer again. In fact, he did be�er than 
this: by pu�ng about a third of his money aside each week, he saved 
enough by the �me he was 28 to be able to buy a small farm near 
where he had grown up, an old mill, deep in the valley, with an 18th 
century lime-wash house and buildings and few facili�es, just like my 
first piano piece: ‘Down there in the Valley … Sheltered warm from the 
storm, stands a pre�y farmhouse.’  

By the �me the First World War started he had married a local girl and 
had three children. He never returned to the docks and, in his later 
years, when the coal trade had declined to a shadow of its earlier 
glories, he always said that he had got out of it at the right �me.  
Today, the docks have virtually disappeared along with the 
wharfingers, to be replaced by the Welsh Assembly, an opera house, 
and Cardiff Bay with its expensive housing.  

Chris Lewis 

Ed: Many thanks to Chris –  please do take up his invita�on to contribute to 
this series. 

Swan update from the Bishop’s Palace 
As we go to press, this is the latest news, posted 
online on 21 April: 

The last cygnet le� home on Saturday (17th 
April). She did appear to be quite se�led on 
Palace Green but has finally taken flight and 
will probably have joined up with a group of other juvenile swans. 
Grace seems very happy on her nest. She is tucked away and only 
leaves the nest briefly. When she is on the moat, Gabriel takes over 
nest guarding duty and he is brilliant. Earlier today we watched him 
“weeding” in the nest area. He plucked vegeta�on, leaves and flower 
heads, placed them in a few small piles and then moved them to the 
nest. If you are watching the SwanCam on the website, do look out 
for Grace gently turning the eggs in the nest. She has been incuba�ng 
the eggs for about 3 weeks now (as at 21 April) and with any luck the 
eggs may hatch during the first week of May. 
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The Gentleman Painter & Co 
Top quality work guaranteed, but minus the radio blas�ng 

out Radio 1, swearing, cigare�e smoke, constant tea 
drinking and associated annoyances. 

I have over fi�een years’ experience of careful but efficient 
pain�ng and light building work behind me. 

Pain�ng – Carpentry – Tiling – Plastering – Fencing – 
Gu�ering – Etc 

Project Management and Coordina�on – 
excellent local references 

marc@marcpeel.com 
www.thegentlemanpainter.com 
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Julian of Norwich 

A voice from a distant cell  
Ed: The church remembers Julian of Norwich on the 8th 
May, and with the Julian mee�ngs returning to St John’s 
soon, we hope, it felt rather appropriate to include this 

piece in this month’s Inspire. 

Many years ago, studying English literature at 
university, I was intrigued to be introduced to the work of Julian of 
Norwich. She was wri�ng at the end of the 14th century, when our 
modern English language was slowly emerging from its origins in 
Anglo-Saxon and Middle English.  
Our lecturer was mainly concerned with her importance in the history 
of the language (she was the first woman, and the first significant 
writer, to write in English), but I was more intrigued by the ideas she 
was expressing. She was an anchoress – someone who had commi�ed 
herself to a life of solitude, giving herself to prayer and fas�ng. St 
Julian’s, Norwich, was the church where she had her ‘cell’.  
Her masterpiece, Revela�ons of Divine Love, reveals a mys�c of such 
depth and insight that today up and down Britain there are hundreds, 
possibly thousands, of ‘Julian Groups’ who meet regularly to study her 
wri�ngs and try to put them into prac�ce. 
She is honoured this month in the Lutheran and Anglican Churches, 
but although she is held in high regard by many Roman Catholics, her 
own church has never felt able to recognise her as a ‘saint’. This is 
probably because she spoke of God as embracing both male and 
female quali�es. Revela�ons is an account of the visions she received 
in her �ny room, which thousands of pilgrims visit every year.  
Her most famous saying, quoted by T S Eliot in one of his poems, is ‘All 
shall be well, and all shall be well, and all manner of thing shall be 
well.’ These words have brought comfort and strength to many a soul 
in distress.          Canon David Winter 

Defini�on from church life: procession – the ceremonial forma�on at 
the beginning of a formal Sung Eucharist, consis�ng of altar servers, 
the celebrant – and late parishioners looking for seats.  
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Marriage registra�on and cer�ficates: From 4th May the 

registra�on of marriages and issue of cer�ficates is changing. Clergy 
will no longer be able to issue cer�ficates – for present or past 
weddings – but instead a document will be completed at each 
wedding which will be sent to the local Registrar, and the civil 
Register Offices will issue all future cer�ficates. The cer�ficates will 
include for the first �me the details of both parents of the bride and 
groom rather than just the fathers’ names. Such details have been on 
cer�ficates in Scotland since 1855 and were included in French 
registra�on entries from before Napoleon’s �me.           Colin Alsbury 

Windsor Hill Wood—a place of refuge 

This family-based community is set in woodland on the outskirts of 
Shepton Mallet, offering Chris�an hospitality to many, regardless of 
race, religion or absence of religion, gender or sexual orienta�on. It 
aims to create a suppor�ve environment for people going through 
tough or uncertain �mes, offering them the chance to rediscover 
peace, silence and acceptance amidst the beauty and simplicity of the 
woods. To ensure that this project can con�nue for years to come, 
they need to buy the property. Most of the £650,000 has been raised 
through loans and dona�ons, but the last £100,000 is needed. If you 
are able to contribute please go to www.windsorhillwood.co.uk  
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Inspired to Read? 

Dissenters by Liz Hutchinson 

I love looking in the window of Hun�ng Raven 
bookshop on Cheap Street, and it was there, about 
a year ago, that I spo�ed a small volume with a 
hand-drawn picture of our house on the cover. 
(Gentle Street, with its cobbles and gables is very 
dis�nc�ve.) Seeing the sub-�tle ‘Conscience and 
corrup�on in 17th Century Frome’, I thought it 
might be a good present for Neil, so I bought it. 

About the Author 

Liz Hutchinson moved to Frome a�er re�ring in 2011. When not busy 
helping to look a�er her grandchildren, she decided to try and fulfil a 
long-held ambi�on to write a novel. In 2019 she achieved this with the 
publica�on of Sigura (Daughter of Byzan�um), a historical novel set in 
15th century Greece, but for Dissenters, her second novel, she turned 
her a�en�on closer to home. In the foreword we learn that she “has 
been fascinated by the history and buildings of the place – the ghosts, 
the very stones, have wonderful tales to tell”. 

From the cover 

In the 1660s English society experiences religious, social and industrial 
upheavals. Throughout the land, thousands of Puritan clergy are 
expelled from their churches and homes if they refuse to conform, 
and their dissen�ng congrega�ons suffer repression by the 
magistrates. Illegal gatherings are reported in the woods at night, 
raising suspicions of witchcra� and devil-worship. 

In Frome, Somerset, Molly-Ann and her brothers Ben and Nathaniel 
struggle to make ends meet a�er their family is impoverished, and the 
boys are drawn into a smuggling gang. The changing �mes offer new 
opportuni�es – some less reputable than others – and violence is 
o�en the first response to those who enforce the law. 

The town’s flourishing woollen industry brings wealth to a few, while 
a�rac�ng many of the rural poor desperate for employment. The 
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rapid growth of the market town allows some to build fortunes, 
especially the more unscrupulous developers. 

But for others, the threat of poverty, starva�on or the gallows is 
always present ... 

A Short Extract 

Catherine Hill was busy with folk, some sauntering slowly as they 
gazed at the goods on sale, others walking as briskly as possible on 
the steeply sloping cobbled roadway, intent on their own purpose. To 
break his fast, he bought two cinnamon cakes for a halfpenny from a 
child with a baske�ul on her arm; they were s�ll warm from the oven 
and he licked the last crumbs from his fingers. The sky was heavy with 
cloud, but so far no rain fell. 

This is a well-researched historical novel. I opened the book to find 
two reproduced maps; one is James Baily’s ‘Map of Frome 1668’, and 
the other is a map of Frome Selwood showing the rela�ve posi�ons of 
Frome, Wanstrow, Maiden Bradley and other familiar places. The 
bibliography at the end of the book includes books by Peter Belham 
and Michael McGarvie, both of whose wri�ngs I respect. However, 
her geographical research wasn’t so good (spoiler alert): How could 
two of the characters walk to Motcombe (15 miles) under cover of 
darkness and be on their way back only two hours a�er se�ng out? 

Many familiar Frome names appear, although the author is careful to 
point out that their characters are fic�onalised – just as well, as 
otherwise their descendants might be suing for defama�on of 
character! 

I enjoyed this book most for its local colour (although by the end I was 
a bit �red of the strong Somerset accents and dialects!). The conflicts 
between rich and poor, and between Church and non-conformists, 
were well represented; my only disappointment was in the actual 
story line which I felt lacked originality. The parts I found most 
interes�ng were to do with the non-conformists: secret gatherings to 
hear the preaching of the former Puritan vicar and plans to set up a 
Puritan colony in Newfoundland; I also enjoyed the references to 
Frome’s legendary tunnels. 
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BECKINGTON PHYSIOTHERAPY 
PRACTICE 

has relocated to 
Shawford Farm (A36) 
Beckington, BA11 6SQ 

Alison Rossiter MCSP, SRP 
Lesley Fussell MCSP, SRP, AACP 

 Each with over 30 years of 
experience specialising in treatment 

of muscle, and joint problems 
including: back and neck pain, work 

and posture related disorders, sports 
injuries, joint and muscle problems 

following accidents and surgery, 
arthri�c condi�ons. 

Home visits can be arranged. 
Contact  01373 831483 

Email lfussellphysio@gmail.com 
Come and see us at our new address 
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Although I originally bought this as a present for Neil, he hasn’t 
actually read it, and I fear that when (if) he does, he will be 
disappointed that it isn’t more of an historical essay on the period! As 
a novel it is quick and easy to read, and it certainly evokes a sense of 
how life might have been in Frome 450 years ago! 

I do hope some of you will be inspired to read this book, and I should 
love to hear your thoughts about it, or about any other books you are 
reading that could feature in later ar�cles. Do email me with your 
thoughts (rosemarymccormick@hotmail.com), and remember that 
the magazine deadline is the 15th of the month! 

My plans for the next few issues are: 

June: On Chapel Sands by Laura Cummings – the author seeks to 
understand a secret about her mother’s early life. 

July: Bri�sh Summer�me begins by 
Ysenda Maxtone Graham – 
anecdotal memories of childhood 
summers. 

August/September: How to make 
the world add up by Tim Harford – 
ten rules for thinking differently 
about numbers. 

Rosemary McCormick 
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The first Sunday in May is Roga�on Sunday, when many parishes s�ll 
‘beat the bounds’. Roga�on means an asking of God for blessing on the 
seed and land, and the prac�ce began with the Romans, who processed 
around the cornfields each spring, singing and dancing, sacrificing 
animals, in order to get rid of evil. About AD 465 the Western world was 
suffering from earthquake and storm. Mamer�us, Bishop of Vienne, 
aware of the pagan custom, ordered that prayers should be said in the 
ruined fields. Thus ‘bea�ng the bounds’ became a Chris�an ceremony.  

It arrived in England early in the eighth century. Each spring, led by the 
priest, a li�le party from the parish would set out with a cross to trace the 
boundaries of the parish. They’d implore God to keep their corn and roots 
and boughs in good health, and bring them to harvest. In the days when 
maps were scarce, ‘bea�ng the bounds’ helped remind everyone just 
where the boundaries were. Do you know yours today? 

Sunday 
May 
Roga�on 
beat  
bounds 
asking 
blessing 
seed 
land 
Romans 
processed 
cornfields 
Spring 
earthquake 
storm 
prayer 
cross 
boundaries 
crops      
maps 
harvest   

WORD SEARCH: Roga�on Sunday 
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Across 
  1 Sense of right and wrong (1 Corinthians 8:7) (10) 

  7 Coming (John 11:17) (7) 

  8 ‘All I have is — , and all you have is mine’ (John 17:10) (5) 

10 Smarten (Acts 9:34) (4) 

11 Hold back (Job 9:13) (8) 

13 Member of the Society of Friends (6) 

15 At ague (anag.) (6) 

MAY CROSSWORD 

The Bible version used in this crossword is the NIV. 
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17 Ci�zen of the Greek capital (8) 

18 So be it (Gala�ans 6:18) (4) 

21 Twen�eth-century poet and drama�st who wrote Murder in the 
Cathedral, T.S. — (5) 

22 Empowers (Philippians 3:21) (7) 

23 Imposing (1 Samuel 9:2) (10) 

 

Down 
  1 Healed (Luke 7:21) (5) 

  2 Central space in a church (4) 

  3 Co-founder of Spring Harvest and General Secretary of the 
Evangelical Alliance 1983–97, Clive — (6) 

  4 Moses killed one when he saw him bea�ng a Hebrew labourer 
(Exodus 2:12) (8) 

  5 Bravery (Acts 4:13) (7) 

  6 It interrupted Paul and Silas singing hymns in a Philippian jail (Acts 
16:26) (10) 

  9 Transgression (Psalm 36:1) (10) 

12 Irish province in which Dublin is situated (8) 

14 Same hit (anag.) (7) 

16 ‘The Spirit of God was hovering over the — ’ (Genesis 1:2) (6) 

19 Author of the immortal stories of Winnie the Pooh, A.A. — (5) 

20 Cab (4) 

Answers to April’s crossword:  
ACROSS: 1, Cosmic. 4, Thomas. 8, In his. 9, Delaiah. 10, Falwell.  
11, Water. 12, Recovered. 17, Sidon. 19, Radiant. 21, Centaur.  
22, Broil. 23, Eleven. 24, Prison.  
DOWN: 1, Cliffs. 2, Scholar. 3, Issue. 5, Holy war. 6, Moist. 7, Sphere. 
9, Deliverer. 13, Candace. 14, Deacons. 15, Psyche. 16, Stolen.  
18, Dance. 20, Debar. 

Crosswords reproduced by kind permission of BRF and John Capon, originally published in 
Three Down, Nine Across, by John Capon (£6.99 BRF)  
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YOUR MAGAZINE TEAM 

Editors: Mandy Crook, Karolyn Curle 
Printer: Karolyn Curle 

Collators: Judith & Peter Davies, Allyson and Michael Joyce 

Please send in material for Inspire to the editors  
by the 15th of the previous month. 

ADVERTISING RATES 
For a full year (10 issues – August and December are double-months) 

1/8 page  4.3 cm (height) by 6 cm (width)    £20.00 
1/4 page  9 cm (height) by 6 cm (width)    £30.00 
1/3 page 6 cm (height) by 12.3 cm (width)    £40.00 
 ½ page 9 cm (height) by 12.3 cm (width)    £60.00 
Full page 18 cm (height) by 12.3 cm (width) £110.00 

To adver�se, please contact the editor 
 (amandacrook@blueyonder.co.uk) 

MAY SUDOKU 
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