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August usually means cream 
teas at Woodlands – 

not possible this August, but 
see page 6  for memories of 

previous years  ... 
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Hello everyone! In the current circumstances, it 
seems important to keep in touch regularly, so we 
are publishing an edi�on of Inspire now and also at 

the beginning of September rather the 'normal' pa�ern of an edi�on 
now to cover both August and September. You’ll see that it’s turned 
out to be a bumper edi�on anyway, as it’s 40 pages! A huge thank you 
to all the contributors. 

It’s wonderful news that our churches are opening 
again – the photo below was taken at the first 
Sunday service in St John’s. Overleaf – on pages 4 
and 5 – you will find details of the first service at St 
Katharine’s, which is on 16th August ... and, for the 
first �me since March, you can find a list of services 
for the coming month in its usual place in the middle 
of the magazine.           Mandy Crook 

This year’s Alpha course will start on 16th 
September and run for 10 weeks. Because of the 
restric�ons of Covid, it will be run online, via 
Zoom, by Sarah Williamson 
(s.w.williamson@blueyonder.co.uk) and Lesley 
Owen (lesleyowen@hotmail.co.uk). 
If you are interested, please contact Lois Bushell: 
loisbushell12@gmail.com  
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Dear Friends 

As we begin to hold some services in our parish 
churches, there is a welcome beginning of a sense 
of being together that can be hard to feel when all 
our contact is distant or virtual. The shape of our 
services will, however, be a little different for some 
while, and there will be a place for our YouTube 
channel ‘FromeStJohnBaptist’ and other online 
material for the foreseeable future. 

In late July I was one of those involved in a Zoom meeting for the 
South West region of the Cathedrals and Major Churches 
Network – because Frome St John the Baptist is designated a 
‘Major Church’. Incumbents of parishes in Devon, Cornwall, 
Somerset and Gloucestershire were involved, as well as some 
cathedral staff and a couple of staff from the Cathedrals and 
Major Churches Project Support Panel, a national advisory 
group. It was good to share experience and ideas relating to a 
variety of issues from the consequences of ‘Black lives Matter’ in 
terms of church memorials to the challenging financial situation 
that has arisen because of the COVID19 outbreak. For some, 
that involves contemplating deficits of £100,000 and more in the 
current year. 

We are incredibly grateful for the continuing support of our 
regular givers at St John’s and Woodlands, and we would 
encourage any who do not yet do so but could give regularly by 
standing order to consider doing so. Both our parishes have lost 
significant sources of income during the year, and some income 
streams are unlikely to recover until well into next year. 

I would like to conclude by giving particular thanks to Elaine 
Gilburt and Mandy Crook who have put so much energy and 
time into providing the ‘Weekly Extra’ which has been a really 
important part of keeping folk in contact during the past few 
months. 

Your Friend and Vicar 

Colin Alsbury 
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St Katharine’s Church News 
Service for August 2020 

Sunday 16th August     Morning Prayer   11am 

I am pleased to report that services at St Katharine’s will start again 
with Morning Prayer on the third Sunday in August, followed by a 
communion service on the first Sunday in September. Colin has set out 
below and in the photo opposite what we should expect. 

I will finish with another of my ‘findings’: 

THE BEND IN THE ROAD 

Sometimes we come to life’s crossroads 
And we view what we think is the end. 
But God has a much wider vision 
And He knows it’s only a bend – 
The road will go on and get smoother 
And after we’ve stopped for a rest,  
The path that lies hidden beyond us 
Is often the path that is best. 
So rest and relax and grow stronger, 
Let go and let God share your load 
And have faith in a brighter tomorrow . 
You’ve just come to A BEND IN THE ROAD. 

                                               Helen Steiner Rice 

’til next time 

Terry Williams 

Preparing to pray together again in St Katharine’s 

As you will see from the picture, we have reorganised the sea�ng in St 
Katharine’s to allow social distancing and have provided 14 seat pairs 
and two single seats. This will allow for congrega�ons of between 16 
and 30 depending on whether people come as individuals or in a 
household/‘bubble’. 

While there can be no singing at present, there will be no use of choir 
stalls. There will be hand sani�ser available in the church porch for use 
on the way in and out. Government advice currently encourages the 
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use of face masks, but – at the �me of wri�ng – they are not as yet a 
requirement in church. 

The first service at St Katharine’s will be Morning Prayer on Sunday 
16th August at 11.00am. We are not opera�ng a booking system, but 
with that goes the risk that if the church is full to safe capacity we 
may have to turn people away. 

When we have a celebra�on of Holy Communion in September the 
communion will be bread only, and for the administra�on, at the 
chancel steps, people will need to come forward and stand to 
receive. Because the giving of communion involves being closer than 
2 metres, the celebrant will be wearing a clear face visor for the 
administra�on. Those receiving communion who are wearing face 
coverings are asked not to remove them to eat the bread un�l a�er 
they have received the bread. 

When moving within church people will be asked to keep to a one-
way system – up the centre aisle then turn right and back down the 
north side aisle to by the main door. 

Colin Alsbury 
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Memories of Woodlands Cream Teas 
Ed: Many thanks to the current organiser, Vivienne Kenney, for reminding us of 

happy August days in previous years. 

Sadly, cream teas will not be available each Sunday in August this year 
as they have been every year for as long as most of us can remember. I 
don’t know if anybody else remembers the year they started, I certainly 
don’t, and the date is probably lost in the mists of �me. 

One thing I am sure about is that it has always been a joint fundraiser 
for St Katharine’s Church and the Village Hall. If my memory is correct, 
originally the church organised and kept the money raised on two 
Sundays and the village hall on the other two. Phyllis Coleman organised 
volunteers and the necessary scones, cream etc required for the Church 
Sundays and Thelma Moore for the Village Hall. I cannot be the only 
person who, having agreed to help one ‘team’, couldn’t refuse when the 
other team rang and asked if I would help their ‘team’. Eventually, the 
Sundays were merged as, given the vagaries of the Bri�sh weather, it 
was much fairer to share the load every Sunday and split the funds 
raised over the whole month. In the last five years alone, the teas have 
raised over £3,400 each for St Katharine’s and the Village Hall. 

Although I have enjoyed many cream teas with family and friends, my 
biggest memories are as a volunteer helper. About now – mid July – I 
would normally be contac�ng our 30 or so regular volunteers to see if 
and when they might be available to help out. We need between seven 
and nine people every week, and some ‘juggling’ (OK – arm-twis�ng!) is 
o�en needed to have the required number each week. 
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A few days before the first Sunday in August, the hedges having been cut 
and grass mown, a team appears to erect the gazeboes and get the 
garden chairs out and checked over. Tables and chairs are set up inside 
the hall where they remain for the whole month. The dis�nc�ve blue 
china is put ready and teapots, jugs etc dug out and washed. Scones and 
cakes are baked, cream and jam collected, and before we know it the first 
Sunday team are stood ready, fran�cally refreshing memories about how 
the system operates, worrying that they might have forgo�en something 
and hoping that some customers turn up. Of course, they always do! 

East Woodlands Cream Teas don’t need adver�sing – people just arrive. 
Over the years the volunteers have changed, and, sadly, many are no 
longer with us, but the tradi�on of two homemade scones, clo�ed cream 
and jam served with a pot of fresh tea, milk and a jug of hot water has 
remained constant – as do the fantas�c array of cakes which are lovingly 
baked and given by so many people each week, o�en arriving without any 
prior discussion. Our loyal customers 
arrive to enjoy their teas in the 
lovely Woodlands se�ng year a�er 
year. The sound of cha�er and 
laughter fills the hall and the garden, 
and all seems right with the world. 

Whether volunteers or customers, 
we will all miss our teas this year, 
and, of course, it will leave a large 
hole in funding for both church and 
hall. I do hope that next year we can 
all be together to revive our 
enjoyable Sunday a�ernoon 
tradi�on and that it con�nues for 
many years to come. 

Vivienne Kenney 

St Katharine’s 100 Club 
The winners of the July draw are: 1st prize Iona Wright;  

2nd prize Mary Heritage; 3rd prize Lorna Wheeler 
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Woodlands Village Hall News 
At last things are becoming clearer as firm decisions are being made. Hall 
committee meetings have been virtually impossible due to the lack of 
‘signal’ in the area. Zoom and similar meetings have been impossible, so 
any ‘meetings’ have become long rounds of telephone calls and emails. 
However the outcomes are that: 
 the Hall remains closed while the committee considers how to make it 

safe within the Government’s Covid 19 guidelines 
 sadly, cream teas will NOT be happening as there are many issues to be 

resolved regarding the safety of both the volunteers and the visitors 
before the hall can re-open 

 the Woodlands Music Hall has also been cancelled for this year. 
People may be interested to know that the committee is still planning to go 
ahead with the purchase of the hall. It seems incredible that the  legal 
matters are still not completed. As soon as something positive is known, an 
announcement will be made, but until then it remains a waiting game. So 
that’s the latest news regarding the Hall; until there is more I will wish you all 
a pleasant summer. 
Stay safe.                       Terry Williams  

St John’s Mothers’ Union 1990 
Thank you to Chris�ne Holland for sending in this photo. Some familiar 

and much-loved people here. Who can you recognise? Some of the 
answers are given overleaf (page 11), but there are one or two 

uncertain�es. Can you supply those names perhaps? 
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“In fair condi�on consistent 
with age” 

Ed: Many thanks to Kevin Tingay for 
giving us an insight into his working life 

before becoming a priest. 

My �tle is one which you may think refers to myself – perhaps it does. In 
fact, it is a term that was used by second-hand booksellers to describe 
volumes that were no longer in pris�ne condi�on. Another term – ‘with 
all faults’ – was also used. This certainly can be applied to me.  

I have been asked to write something about the �me I spent in the book 
trade. Looking back over five decades it is startling to realise the 
profound changes that have come to pass in that field of endeavour, as in 
so many others.  

I started work in the book trade at a large academic bookshop in London, 
selling new books. At that �me there were no computers in the building 
and details of the stock were held on a card index and in our memory. 
Titles were ordered from individual publishers, and we o�en had to say 
that it could take three weeks for a book to arrive. Publishing companies 
were gradually being absorbed into large conglomerates, and though this 
has led to the diminishment of the eccentrici�es of some imprints, it has 
improved the quality of distribu�on. We are now blessed with efficient 
wholesalers which enable our local Hun�ng Raven bookshop to offer such 
a good service. Do support them, especially a�er this �me of lockdown! 

Later in my career I moved to the second-hand department of the same 
store and eventually became its manager. The sale of used books, other 
than in the shop itself, was through the medium of printed catalogues. 
Each volume had to be described on a card, which went to a printer, and 
the result was dispatched through a mailing list – in our case, individuals 
and libraries at home and abroad.  The rarer and more sought-a�er items 
went first, o�en scores of orders for the same book. One of the 
condi�ons of sale was ‘no reply = regret sold’, as otherwise all profits 
would have been eaten up in the cost of wri�ng to every disappointed 
customer. The introduc�on of IT has completely transformed ma�ers. 
Catalogues can now be maintained on a website and kept up to date, and 
email means that every enquiry can be politely responded to.  Search 

Continues  
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engines can seek out rari�es in short order. Project Gutenberg aims to 
make available online every book in every language that exists. Useful for 
scholarship but it does not compare with the pleasure of finding and 
holding in the hand a long sought-for item. Modernity has also diminished 
the numbers of bookshops themselves, though we are blessed in Frome 
with the opening of the shop in King Street. It is closed for ‘the dura�on’ 
at the moment, but do use it when it reopens. Noel or Peter would be 
delighted to help you. They have an excellent and varied stock. 

The other aspect of the trade which brought a very varied pa�ern of 
encounters with the breadth of humanity was the acquisi�on of fresh 
stock. As with an�que dealers, there was a degree of movement of items 
from one bookseller to another, par�cularly from the generalist to the 
specialist in terms of subject. But most stock was purchased from 
individuals. One met a fascina�ng variety of people who wanted to 
dispose of books. It was sad when one was called to examine the 
collec�on of someone who had died, but some�mes unexpectedly exi�ng 
when rare or curious items were found or brought into the shop. People’s 
expecta�on of value was very varied. Anger could emerge when a seller 
had to be told that the books had no commercial value, especially for a 
store in central London, where costs were high. This was before the onset 
of charity shops. On other occasions when an offer of, for example, £100 
for the books was met by a response that indicated that they would have 
been happy with £25! Some people, on the other hand, seemed unable to 
understand the concept of profit and were indignant that we might sell 
the books for more than we paid them.  

I later moved on to other jobs in bookselling and publishing, all of which 
widened my horizons. Looking back I see the hand of providence in 
exposing me to the great vista of human crea�vity expressed and 
recorded in the printed word and in the beauty of illustra�on. A li�le late 
by some standards I was able to enter higher educa�on. I think I learnt far 
more from the world of bookselling than I did from school. In combina�on 
with many other factors this led to my emergence as a priest in the 
Church of England. The ways of God are mysterious, but in the case of my 
journey were marked with moments of delight as well as occasional 
frustra�on and difficulty. In this �me of lockdown I have spent many 
hours reading. Some�mes I have been led to pluck a volume from my well
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-stocked shelves and find myself reminded of the occasion when I 
acquired it, or the thought that prompted me so to do. Whether turning 
a page or stroking a Kindle screen, do engage with our wri�en heritage. 
Sacred or secular, light or profound, fat volume or thin pamphlet – give 
thanks for the wri�en word. 

Kevin Tingay 

1990 MU photo: Those standing include: Joyce Ball, Agnes Smalley, Ken 
Smalley, Dorothy Russell, Joy Chris�e, Ida Garland, Kate Turner, Mary 
Wa�s, Frances Stonell, Irene Stephens, Rose Hunt, Gwenda Hughes, Joan 
Belham, Marjorie Fletcher, Beatrice Cook, Win Webber. Can anyone 
name the others? Si�ng: Chris�ne Holland, Jean Boon, Judith Davies, Pat 
Dowdle, Sue Garnon + one other. 

Snippets from the Churchwardens 1715-1716 accounts 
transcription project 

 The accounts show that on 20 Jan 1715 Mr Blacker was paid 1s 
6d for ‘shuffling the snow’ from the leads of the church roof. 

 From August 1715 to August 1716 some 48.5 pounds weight of 
candles were paid for at 6d a pound. Payments fell in the months 
from September to April suggesting that few candles were used in 
the summer months. That weight of candles is equivalent to about 
1,700 of the 4.5inch long votive candles that we currently use. 

 The well shaft discovered when we first began work to improve the 
Bennett Centre is quite possibly the one referred to in the 
payments for 7th May 1716 when John Wallis was paid 7s for stone 
at the Free School and Vicarage Well. 

 Payments for ‘vermin’ included 1s for an otter, 1s each for fox 
heads, as well as payments for hedgehogs. 

One of the students who has been doing the transcription work writes 
“I would like to thank you for the wonderful opportunity that you have 
given me by allowing me to work on the Frome transcription project. I 
have learned a great deal and had fun doing it. I hope you have 
gained, and will continue to gain more knowledge about the town 
based on these documents. I wish you well and God Bless.” 

Colin Alsbury 

Ed: Go to pages 32-35 for a longer article from Colin on an interesting 
connection picked up through the transcription project. 
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Gabrielle and Mollie  
– two people who should not be forgotten 

Chris Lewis writes: There are some people whose lives influenced many others but 
whose names are quickly forgotten after their death. They never achieved earthly 
honours: you look in vain for their names on Google: they left no memorial save 

memories amongst their families and friends.  

This occasional series is aimed at sharing more widely our memories of people we 
have known who impressed us by their contribution to others’ lives. These could 

be teachers, nurses, musicians, farmers, policemen: there is no limit. 

I want to start off by remembering two ladies whom I met in the 1970s. 
They had both retired to Wimbledon where they lived in what were really 
alms houses for well-off people. They came as often as they could to local 
churches, but more often, since they were quite old, the vicar took 
communion to them at home. 

Gabrielle and Mollie were born in well-off families but threw aside privilege 
to dedicate themselves to their respective callings in life: in each case both 
music and religion played a large part in their life, which is why I took 
particular interest in them. But their main aim was service to others. 

Mollie grew up in Lowestoft in Norfolk where her father was a doctor: the 
local dentist was called Mr Britten, and he had two boys of Mollie’s age, 
Bobby and Benjamin, who were her childhood playmates. Without realising 
it Mollie became friends with one of England’s most famous composers of 
the 20th century. Ben encouraged her to play the piano, which she 
continued to do until the day she died.  

Following the family interest in medicine, she became a nurse, sister and 
then a matron in London hospitals. In 1939, she joined up as a nurse, and 
after working at various army hospitals in this country she was posted out 
to Egypt where she eventually became the matron of an army hospital in 
Alexandria. There she was constantly responding to the casualties brought 
in from the North African campaign, including repatriating the sick back to 
the UK and caring for German prisoners of war from Rommel’s army. As 
well as her medical duties, she found herself acting as a mother figure to 
young nurses and doctors, often excellent at their work but quite unable to 
cope with the experiences of life and death they came across every day. 
After a long day in the hospital she often found herself calming a nurse 
whose boyfriend had been killed or giving contraceptive advice to young 
couples who had fallen in love for the first time. 

After the war Mollie married one of the doctors she had met during the 
War. They settled in a Surrey village where she acted as nurse and 
dispenser to her husband’s practice, as well as bringing up their daughter. 
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After her husband’s death she retired to a home for widows of military 
officers. Here she played her piano – including duets with me – attended 
the local church, shared memories of war service with the other widows 
and took a great interest in her four grandchildren. 

Gabrielle was born in Gloucestershire. Her father was a bank manager in a 
small town on the banks of the Severn. She excelled at music and took her 
LRAM before she was 21. However, instead of pursuing a musical career, 
which she was well qualified for, she decided to become a missionary. She 
kept her music all her life, until she handed some of it over to me. I still use 
her copy of Bach’s ‘well-tempered clavier’.  

After training she turned out to be a very able administrator and worked a 
lot in the London Headquarters. But she also spent some time on field work 
in India, South America and Africa.  

When I first met her she had just retired from directing British missionary 
activities in Natal, South Africa. I recall her as being very hard headed and 
realistic about the growing apartheid policies of the South African 
government of the 1960s and lamenting the idealistic attitudes of the British 
ex-patriate community in Durban. She predicted the isolation of South 
Africa of the 1970s onwards but unfortunately did not live to see the 
emergence of the Rainbow nation of South Africa in the 1990s. 

Gabrielle never married although she would have made a marvellous 
vicar’s wife. In Wimbledon she took a full part in the house church 
movement and I can recall her preaching a marvellous sermon on the 
power of prayer, clearly based on her practice throughout her life. She 
would have been superb as a priest, even a bishop. Her summing up of 
people was accurate but critical, whatever their status. I can recall her 
dismissing a local priest, the intellectual of the large parish, as being ‘very 
intelligent but so lazy he will never become a bishop’.  In fact she was only 
partly right in this: he did later become a bishop – but only a suffragan. 

In retirement she found herself close to the aged mother of Father Aelred 
Stubbs, the Mirfield father who was principal of the seminary that trained 
black priests in South Africa, including Desmond Tutu. She supported 
Aelred both in prayer and in person when, on leave, he came to visit his 
aged mother in Wimbledon. 

Gabrielle and Mollie did not think of themselves as anything special. They 
developed the talents God had given them in the context of their times. 
They did not press for wider change: women priests or a free South Africa. 
They had limited ambitions. But by their example they showed the power of 
individual lives to impact on the lives of many others. 

Chris Lewis 
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My Kitchen Notebook 

A new venture 
This month I am leaving my kitchen and going to the small room at the top 
of the house, which, un�l last week was Alice’s’ “school-room” – the space 
from which she accessed all her online lessons last term. The text-books 
have been put to one side and I have got out my sewing machine to make 
face-masks! I suspect it won’t be long before we are expected to wear 
these in public places [ed: Rosemary was right!] and with a large bag of 
tex�les that I had been planning to take to recycling it seemed the right 
�me to a�empt some sewing. I should state that I am not a natural 
seamstress: I have been watching the Great Bri�sh Sewing Bee full of 
admira�on for people who can produce a beau�ful evening dress, with all 
sorts of technical embellishments that I won’t pretend to understand, in 
considerably less �me than it took me to create two face masks, but as the 
photos prove, I have produced two serviceable masks, and next �me I will 
be a lot quicker! With any luck I won’t repeat the rookie error of sewing 
the two pieces together the wrong way! 
Materials used – An old pair of torn jeans, a co�on shirt and some 5mm 
elas�c. 
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I used a pa�ern from the internet, and there is also a very useful video 
tutorial, the link to which is here: 
h�ps://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KBR98YKAr7w&feature=youtu.be 
A click near the top of the screen will take you to a downloadable 
pa�ern, which helpfully comes in different sizes. There are also a few 
alterna�ves such as a nose wire (to shape 
round the bridge of your nose) and you can 
choose between elas�c loops to go round 
your ears, or longer elas�c to go round the 
back of your head.  I made one of each, but 
I think I would opt for the elas�c round the 
back of the head; I find it more 
comfortable and easier to put on and off 
(especially with glasses!) There is no sound 
on the video, save the gentle whirr of the 
sewing machine, but there are helpful 
instruc�ons as you go through.   
Rosemary McCormick 

It really does fit! 

Benne� Centre update 
The Benne� Centre is gradually ge�ng going again. In 
fact, it never completely closed, as Frome Food Hub, 
an essen�al service, con�nued to operate out of the 
building every Wednesday a�ernoon/evening. It’s also 
been used as rehearsal space by two individuals. 
Of course, we cannot yet accept back our regular singing groups, and 
we have made a decision that we cannot accept children’s groups un�l 
September at the earliest because of the social distancing issues, but 
we have been in touch with other regular groups to see when they 
wish to return. The wargamers are back on the first Saturday of each 
month—their game boards are at least two metres long so mee�ng 
social distancing rules is easy – but it’s not so easy for other groups 
such as the yoga groups who need to fit in enough students to make 
the class viable and follow the rules. On the plus side, we are ge�ng 
new bookings for later in the year.              The Benne� Centre team 
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Back in �me for ...  
the Parish Magazine August 1899 

The first page of every month of the bound copy of St 
John’s Parish Magazine, kindly loaned to me by 
George Massey circa 2004 (once again, sorry George!), 
contains a detailed ‘Kalendar’. Compared with other months ,the August 
Kalendar is a bit sparse ‒ clearly this was the holiday month. 

I would guess that the choir was on holiday, because there are no 
Evensongs, and the only services every Sunday are the Holy Eucharist ‒ 
two services at �mes varying between 6.30, 8.00 and 9.30.  

However the Guild of the Holy Cross (Women’s and Men’s branches) 
con�nue their fortnightly evening mee�ngs. Every Saturday there is Holy 
Eucharist for the Guild of All Souls ‒ no �me is indicated, so presumably 
everyone knew the �me of that service? 

Two days in August are deemed to be significant. One is the 24th ‘S 
Bartholomew, Ap,M., a Thursday, when there are two services of Holy 
Eucharist 7.45 and 9.00. The other is the 17th, which simply records 
‘W.J.E.B., Priest R.I.P’.No explana�on is needed for a congrega�on who 
s�ll revered the memory of Vicar Benne� who had died thirteen years 
earlier. 

Further intriguing details on the Kalendar: every Friday is deemed to be a 
day of ‘Abs�nence’. The day before St Bartholomew is marked as ‘Fast’. 

******* 

Most of the August edi�on of the 1899 Parish Magazine is devoted to an 
ecsta�c review of the octave of Dedica�on Fes�val, which makes 
depressing reading in the light of our enforced non-celebra�on in 2020. 

My eye caught this descrip�on which gives a flavour of the grandeur 
which was St John’s, 

Perhaps the most striking feature of the service was the singing of 
“Jerusalem the Golden” before the Gospel, as the procession wended its 
way to the rood lo�. The trumpets, the organ, and the mass of voices 
gave altogether new meaning to the lines so well known. 

Earlier there is a reference to the ‘roll of the drum’ in the same service. 

There is also a very full report of The Parochial Fête. It had proved to be a 
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great success. The organising Commi�ee under the chairmanship of the 
Vicar, consisted of Clergy, Churchwardens, Sidesmen and 12 elected 
members: 

A sports sub-commi�ee arranged a bicycle gymkhana, races etc; and 
an Entertainment sub-commi�ee prepared two very charming 
entertainments that were given in the market hall. 

One detail baffles me ‒ and I don’t suppose there’s anyone* who can 
explain this: 

The ‘Nile Steamer’ of Messrs Grant was a great boon ‒ and its 
owners are to be hear�ly commended for their kindness. 

The ‘Nile Steamer’ raised £0 /11/3. How do I know this? Because there 
is a me�culous Account of Receipts and Expenditure drawn up by G.W. 
Wiltshire, Treasurer.  

The presenta�on of this account is prefaced by this statement: 
For the first �me the accounts of the Fête show that very sa�sfactory 
thing‒ a balance in hand. 

The total Receipts were £42/6/4 ... The total Expenditure was £22/ 6/4. 

The balance of £20 was to be allo�ed thus: Choir Fund £10, S. John’s 
School £5, Purchase of Crockery, £5. 

What surprised me in the Accounts was the vast amount of money 
spent on what was, I suppose, a pres�gious town affair: 

£5 for the Band. 5/2 for the Police.  £2/17/0 for the erec�ng of 
barriers, band stand,&c. by Mr. Adlam. £0/15/0 for Decora�ons by 
Mr Holloway.  £3/14/0 for Prin�ng by Messrs Penny. 

Tickets sold by District Visitors and in shops raised ... I was going to add 
the sums together but I’ve forgo�en how to do the maths ... £10/4/6 
and £8/13/9. Mr. C. Harrold took £8/4/0 on the gate. 

Another glimpse of a vanished world, but some things never change: 
It would be impossible to acknowledge by name the services 
rendered by many willing workers to make the Fête a success. We 
can only assure them of the gra�tude of our people. 

Janet Caudwell 

*There’s a challenge! Although as I con�nued typing I got an inkling of what 
the Nile Steamer might have been ... 
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Little Gidding 
Part 3 The Poets 

The practical piety of Nicholas Ferrar’s 17th century experimental 
Anglican community in Huntingdonshire inspired two of the greatest poets 
in the English language. 

Ferrar met poet-parson George Herbert whilst at Cambridge. They were 
not initially close, but a remarkable lifelong friendship emerged. For a 
while Herbert was the prebendary of Leighton Bromswold church, a mere 
five miles from Little Gidding, and enlisted the help of the Ferrars in 
restoring it. However it is unclear whether he ever visited Little Gidding or 
whether, indeed, he actually met Ferrar. It seems to have been a 
friendship expressed by post through many “loving and endearing 
letters”, but it was remarkably intense. “I know they loved each other 
entirely and their very souls cleaved together most intimately and drove a 
large stock of Christian Intelligence together …” wrote Barnabus Oley, a 
mutual friend. This “stock” took many forms – Ferrar and Herbert shared 
their inner lives and sought each other’s advice on many issues of 
devotion and humble living. Herbert, for instance, suggested the ideas of 
the night watches at Little Gidding. They collaborated on translating 
Italian theological works, but this “friendship springing from complete 
spiritual harmony” gave both men the confidence to articulate the 
distinctive spirituality which flourished at Little Gidding and which is 
expressed in the exquisite metaphors of Herbert’s poems. 

Herbert died in 1633. His last request was that a “little book” should be 
delivered to Ferrar with the instruction that “if he thinks it may turn to the 
advantage of any poor soul, let it be made public. If not, let him burn it for 
I and it are less that the least of God’s mercies”. We can only guess at 
the profound impact this gift must have had on Ferrar, but he set about 
publishing the collection of poems we now know as The Temple. It 
contains some of the best-loved poems in our language, and given the 
sympathy between Ferrar and Herbert, perhaps we can see something of 
the essence of Little Gidding in these poems.  

You must sit down, says Love, and taste my meat: So I did sit and eat 
(Love III)  

describes the divine hospitality of which Little Gidding’s welcome of 
strangers was a reflection. 

Perhaps “The Church Floore” could describe the tiles of Little Gidding 
church? 

Mark you the floore? that square & speckled stone, Which looks so 
firm and strong, Is Patience: 
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And th’ other black and grave, where with each one, Is checker’d all 
along, Humilitie: 

… But the sweet cement, which in one sure band, Ties the whole 
frame, is Love, And Charitie. 

Like Nicholas Ferrar, TS Eliot was a City man – he worked for several 
years for the Colonial & Foreign Department of Lloyds Bank before 
becoming editor at Faber & Gwyer publishers. In 1927 the American-born 
Eliot became a British citizen and also converted from Unitarianism to 
Anglicanism with, as he put, “a Catholic cast of mind, a Calvinist heritage, 
and a Puritanical temperament”. His biographer Peter Ackroyd comments 
that this was perhaps not just about faith but about finding a connection to 
English culture. He became a lifelong member of the Society of King 
Charles the Martyr, an Anglo-Catholic society devoted to the memory of 
Charles I, who himself had an affinity with Little Gidding. Eliot visited in 
May 1936 with a well-informed guide, the Dean of Magdalene College, 
Cambridge, where the Ferrar papers were housed.  

Six years later, at the height of the Blitz, the impact of this visit became 
clear when he published the last of the Four Quartets poems entitled 
“Little Gidding”. It is full of echoes of the place and its spirituality: “You are 
here to kneel / Where prayer has been valid.” He remembers the journey 
which he, and also Charles I, made: “If you came this way in may time, 
you would find the hedges / White again, in May, with voluptuary 
sweetness./  It would be the same at the end of the journey, / If you came 
at night like a broken king …. “Little Gidding” is a complex poem, weaving 
together a dense web of literary and religious allusions (notably to Dante 
and Julian of Norwich). For Eliot, the place and its particular piety of Little 
Gidding have great significance both as the destination of an inner 
journey and as a place of epiphany where “purpose breaks out only when 
it is fulfilled”. 

There are other places  
Which also are the world's end, some at the sea jaws,  
Or over a dark lake, in a desert or a city –  
But this is the nearest, in place and time,  
Now and in England. 

For both Herbert and Eliot Little Gidding seems to epitomise and affirm a 
distinctive Anglican spirituality which brings together traditional worship, 
personal humility, self-sufficient community and hospitality to others. It 
has influenced many others. 

Simon Keyes 

Next month: The influence of Little Gidding 
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Licensing of Revd Ronnie Crossman 
On the 9th July I a�ended, via Zoom, the 
licensing of Revd Ronnie Crossman as Priest in 
Charge of the Benefice of Beckington with 
Standerwick with Berkley with Rodden with 
Lullington with Orchardleigh.  

Bishop Peter welcomed all those a�ending and 
remarked on how unusual it was to have four 
bishops present – the virtual nature of the licensing meant that 
Bishop Ruth, Bishop Rob Mar�n and Bishop Jonathan Goodall (from 
the Cathedral Chapter in Canterbury) could a�end as well as him. 

The service began with a reading from Philippians 2 read by Ronnie.  
Bishop Peter gave a short reflec�on on the reading, saying that the 
words were a call to all of us, not just Ronnie, and quo�ng the verse 
from the hymn ‘There is a green hill far away’ that ends ‘... and try his 
works to do’. He suggested that we read through (since we could not 
sing) all six verses of the hymn ‘Brother, sister, let me serve you’, and 
be of one mind working together.  

The Revd Graham Owen, Area Dean of Frome, then commended 
Ronnie to Bishop Peter, and Ronnie affirmed her belief that God had 
truly called her to this ministry. She then also affirmed her loyalty to 
the Anglican faith and swore allegiance to the Queen and Canonical 
obedience to the Bishop. Bishop Peter read out Ronnie’s licence and 
handed it to her virtually, by showing it to us on the screen.  

The Ven Dr Anne Gell, Archdeacon of Wells, prayed for Ronnie and 
her ministry, and Ronnie was blessed by Bishop Peter. 

The welcoming then began, and we were all given the opportunity to 
introduce ourselves and welcome Ronnie personally. One 
churchwarden asked Ronnie if she had recovered from her first PCC 
mee�ng, which had taken place in a cowshed – perfect for social 
distancing! Bishop Peter added that he could not match that one ...  

It was such a joy to be able to welcome Ronnie – and to take part in 
yet another truly special Licensing service via Zoom! 

Lois Bushell, Lay Dean 
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Online services led by Colin and family: 

Ante-communion service:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6e3kgVa4uqM 

Morning Prayer: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=marZmGuZFqU  
or from the St John’s website: https://www.stjohnsfrome.com/  

Sunday services from the BBC: Radio 4:  8.10am Sunday Worship 
Services from the Diocese:  

Sunday reflection: https://www.bathandwells.org.uk/  
Daily Hope: 0800 804 8044  

– a free phone line of services, hymns, reflections and prayers 

Meetings via Zoom 

 Singing – good for your wellbeing! Fridays 6.30pm  
To join in contact Rosemary: rosemarymccormick@hotmail.com  

 Virtual get together for coffee and chat – Sundays 11.30am 
To join in contact Terry: twbushell@gmail.com 

AUGUST 2020 SERVICES IN OUR CHURCHES 

Sunday 2nd August 8th Sunday after Trinity 

10.00am Holy Communion St John’s 

4.00pm Evening Prayer St John’s 

Sunday 9th August 9th Sunday after Trinity 

10.00am Holy Communion St John’s 

Sunday 16th August 10th Sunday after Trinity 

11.00am Morning Prayer St Katharine’s 

4.00pm Holy Communion St John’s 

Sunday 23rd August 11th Sunday after Trinity 

10.00am Morning Prayer St John’s 

Sunday 30th August 12th Sunday after Trinity 

10.00am Holy Communion St John’s 

Sunday 6th September 13th Sunday after Trinity 

11.00am Holy Communion St Katharine’s 

4.00pm Holy Communion St John’s 
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Cathedrals of the world 

Chichester Cathedral 
A story is told of a passenger on 
the Brighton to Chichester train, on 
21 February 1861, as it approached 
Chichester, who looked out of the 
window and was horrified to see the 
familiar spire collapse in on itself 
and sink into the rest of the 
building. All the passengers got out 
and ran the short distance to the 
cathedral to see what had 
happened. In fact engineers had 
already predicted the fall, and 

hundreds of workman had been employed in an attempt to stop it, 
without success. Eventually the cathedral authorities were forced to 
accept the inevitable. The whole area inside and around the cathedral 
was cleared: everybody stood well back: not a single person was hurt. 

This was not the first of Chichester’s disasters. The original cathedral 
had been founded in 681 at Selsey by St Wilfred during his mission to 
the South Saxons. The Normans insisted it be moved further inland, 
and a new cathedral was built in 1108 at Chichester. Within a few 
years it had burned down: it was re-built and re-consecrated in 1199. 
What nobody realised until centuries later was that the underlying 
subsoil was prone to subsidence. The south-west tower collapsed in 
1210, the north-west tower in 1635; the spire suffered a lightning strike 
in 1721 and finally collapsed in 1861.  

An important figure in the history was Richard of Wyche, bishop from 
1245 to 1253. He was made a saint by Pope Urban in 1262 for his holy 
works and miracles. In 1276, when St Richard’s body was moved  or 
‘translated’ from its first burial place in the chapel of St Thomas and St 
Edmund to the Retro Quire the service drew great crowds, including 
King Edward I. Richard’s tomb attracted many pilgrims until it was 
destroyed by Henry VIII’s commissioners in 1538. Today he is best 
remembered for his prayer: ‘Thanks be to Thee, my Lord Jesus Christ, 
For all the benefits Thou hast given me, For all the pains and insults 
Thou hast borne for me. O most merciful Redeemer, friend and 
brother, May I know Thee more clearly, Love Thee more dearly, Follow 
Thee more nearly.’ 
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Around 1400 the cathedral’s masonry spire, cloisters and bell tower 
were built. Chichester is unique in England, having the only surviving 
detached medieval bell tower, situated by the cathedral’s western end. 
The bell tower is now partly used as a bookshop. In the summer the 
cloisters host a regular exhibition of modern sculpture. A modern 
statue of St Richard himself by Philip Jackson was erected close to the 
bell tower in 2000. 

Notwithstanding all its problems, the modern cathedral has fine 
architecture in both Norman and Gothic styles. Although small for a 
Norman cathedral when compared to Winchester, Ely or 
Peterborough, much of the original Norman construction remains in 
the nave, transept, crossing and adjacent bays of the choir. The 
elevation rises in the usual three stages of arcade, gallery and 
clerestory. It is similar to remaining Norman work at Winchester, where 
the arcade is proportionally low, and rests on solid piers rather than 
columns. In the gallery above, each wide space is divided into two by 
colonnettes in a manner typical of Romanesque architecture. 

The cathedral has many permanent treasures and artworks, the most 
precious being two carved reliefs dating from the 12th century which 
are of exceptional rarity among English sculpture. Other ancient 
treasures include the remains of a Roman mosaic pavement, which 
can be viewed through a glass window, and a set of 38 medieval 
misericords, dating from 1330, which remain beneath the seats of the 
choir. In Tudor times the bishop commissioned enormous paintings, on 
wood, of the history of the cathedral, with the current king, Henry VIII, 
confirming the rights and royal protection of the bishopric. This 
propaganda painting can still be seen in the south transept. 

During the Civil War the city was captured by the Parliamentarians and 
the cathedral ransacked. It was not until about 20 years later than the 
damage was repaired. Following the collapse of the spire a rebuilding 
project was undertaken by Sir George Gilbert Scott, and the cathedral 
reopened in 1866. 

Today the choristers of the small but flourishing Chichester Prebendal 
School sing daily services in the cathedral, including their morning 
assembly, maintaining the centuries-old tradition of choral music in the 
cathedral. Once lockdown is over, lunchtime and other concerts will 
continue to take advantage of the warm acoustic. Also, the cathedral 
will continue to be visited by thousands of tourists each year who 
come to see not only its medieval splendour but also modern works of 
art by Graham Sutherland, Mark Chagall and John Piper, and the 
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St John’s School Bulle�n 
From the head teacher’s le�er in the latest newsle�er. 
As we draw to the end of a most unusual and challenging 
school year, I want to express my sincere thanks to the 
whole of the school community for naviga�ng these last 
few difficult months with a real sense of togetherness: 
 to our parents and carers for teaching their children, engaging with 

online learning on the school website, and for posi�ve and suppor�ve 
communica�on throughout this �me.  

 to the children – I have been so impressed by how they adapted to 
the changes and approached them with a sense of responsibility and 
enthusiasm.  

 to the teaching staff – both on site and off site – who have all 
con�nued to provide their absolute best for the children, with good 
humour too  ...  

 to our premises team, who have been key to maintaining high 
standards of cleanliness and hygiene, which has more than doubled 
their workload.  

 and to our admin team who have risen to the challenge of adap�ng 
policies, procedures and risk assessment, which have had to change 
at lightning speed due to the daily updates from the government.  

I am exhausted just watching my teaching and support staff team! 
Thank you!            Claire Marsland 
Ed: A thank you from us, too, to Claire and her team. We hope they 
manage some well-earned rest during August. 

Arundel Tomb of the 10th Earl of Arundel holding hands with his wife 
Eleanor of Lancaster, made famous by the 20th century poem by Philip 
Larkin ending with the famous line’ What will survive of us is love’. 

More modern Bishops of Chichester include the famous Bishop Bell, 
bishop from 1929 to 1958, known for his outspoken criticisms of the 
wartime bombing of civilians in Germany, in cities such as Dresden. 
When I lived near Chichester the bishop was Dr Eric Kemp, the last 
bishop to have been appointed before a retirement date had been set. 
He eventually retired in 2001 at the age of 86, having been bishop for 
27 years.  

Chris Lewis 
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Wild Memories 
Frome’s new nature group for people living with demen�a 

Wild Memories are now mee�ng for socially distanced, outdoor 
nature and wildlife sessions every week, and we are looking for new 
members! We had our first session on July 14th, and it was a huge 
success. We planted up one of the flower beds at Welshmill, adding to 
the wonderful medicinal herb garden. We planted thyme, rosemary, 
stalked bulbine (Bulbine frutescens) and sage. Thanks to Frome 
Recrea�on and Open Ground Supporters (FROGS) for le�ng us plant 
in their bed! 
We will meet every Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday 11am–2pm, to 
do a variety of different ac�vi�es from arts & cra�s, wildlife 
gardening, gentle walks, and more. The sessions are for anyone living 
with demen�a or symptoms of memory loss, along with any carers 
who wish to a�end. 
At the moment, our sessions require booking in advance as we need 
to cap numbers at 6 to follow government guidelines. We have lots of 
sanita�on measures in place. Free tea and biscuits are provided. 
Please call Zak on 07949772849 or email 
zak.mathergra�on@froglife.org 
h�ps://www.froglife.org/what-we-do/educa�on/green-pathways-for-life/ 
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Inspired to Read? 

Iden�ty Crisis by Ben Elton 
This was another book chosen by my book group. 
Wri�en by Ben Elton and with endorsements such as A 
savage sa�re … laugh aloud funny, I was surprised to 
find myself struggling with it, especially when all the other members of the 
group seemed to have enjoyed it. Now that I have been re-reading it for 
this ar�cle I am finding it easier, and if you have fully embraced the 21st 
century I think you might appreciate the bi�ng humour of this book. 

About the Author 

Ben Elton’s name was well known to me as a stand-up comedian and BBC 
script writer. He started his career as part of the 1980s alterna�ve comedy 
scene and one of his first wri�ng credits was for The Young Ones; he has 
wri�en two of Neil’s and my favourite television comedies: The Thin Blue 
Line and Upstart Crow. Ben Elton has worked with some of the biggest 
names in the Bri�sh entertainment industry, sharing wri�ng credits with 
Richard Cur�s on Blackadder, collabora�ng with Andrew Lloyd Webber on 
Love never dies (the sequel to Phantom of the Opera), wri�ng for stars 
such as Stephen Fry, Rowan Atkinson and Jennifer Saunders, as well as 
ac�ng in Kenneth Branagh’s Much ado about nothing.  

From the cover 

A series of apparently random murders draws amiable, old-school detec�ve 
Mick Matlock into a world of sex, poli�cs and reality TV – and a bewildering 
kaleidoscope of opposing iden�ty groups. Lost in a blizzard of hashtags, his 
already complex inves�ga�on is further impeded by the fact that he simply 
doesn’t ‘get’ a single thing about anything any more. Meanwhile, each day 
another public figure confesses to having ‘misspoken’ and prostrates 
themselves before the judgement of Twi�er. Begging for forgiveness, 
assuring the public ‘That is not who I am.’ 

A short extract 

Chief Inspector Matlock, DS Taylor and DC Clegg entered the cold room of 
the police morgue … Matlock s�ll hadn’t got used to people using first 
names in all circumstances and at all �mes, no ma�er how inappropriate it 
felt. They were in a morgue for Christ’s sake. And he was nearly fi�y-four. 

Continues  
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Continues  

She looked barely old enough even to have graduated. And she 
wanted to call him Mike, not Chief Inspector Matlock, not even 
Michael, but Mike – Mick, even. She had literally leaped to 
diminu�ves. He knew he shouldn’t be finding this confron�ng. There 
was a �me when he’d railed against formality, wearing his school �e 
as loose as he could, going to classes at Hendon Police College in 
skinny jeans and a Clash T-shirt. But now he really missed a few rules 
of social engagement.  

So, we enter the world of CI Matlock – a world in which social media 
and poli�cal correctness have created a minefield of poten�ally 
offensive situa�ons. The na�on is divided over the break-up of the 
United Kingdom, and at the same �me there is a growing awareness 
of past injus�ces. Was Samuel Pepys a sexual predator? Was King 
Alfred the Great a woman? Every perceived insult or injus�ce quickly 
a�racts an angry Twi�er following and inflammatory hashtag: 
#DontBookBedsFromBigots, #GerryKilledSammy, #BangUpPepys.  
Meanwhile the popular reality TV show Love Island becomes a target 
for not represen�ng the full spectrum of LGBTQIAPK+ iden��es. And 
at the centre of it all is a young mathema�cian working for the London
-based firm: Communica�on Sandwich.   

There are several strands to the plot and the story is told in short 
chapters making the narra�ve fast-moving but some�mes confusing. 
The sa�re is heavy – thinly disguised names of poli�cians, 
stereotypical characters and plot twists that don’t really take you by 
surprise. Wri�en in 2019, it is a book that references many of the 
trends and events of the previous five years, and I suspect it will 
quickly seem dated. This is definitely not a book to take too seriously. I 
found the ease with which a carefully targeted social media post could 
provoke anger and hatred made uncomfortable reading, and I also 
found it difficult some�mes to keep track of all the minor characters, 
especially as the narra�ve jumped around so much, so while I don’t 
en�rely agree with the book cover endorsement that it is hilarious, I 
would recommend it to any reader who likes sa�re and can relate to a 
world of hashtags and acronyms. 
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The Gentleman Painter & Co 
Top quality work guaranteed, but minus the radio blas�ng 

out Radio 1, swearing, cigare�e smoke, constant tea 
drinking and associated annoyances. 

I have over fi�een years’ experience of careful but efficient 
pain�ng and light building work behind me. 

Pain�ng – Carpentry – Tiling – Plastering – Fencing – 
Gu�ering – Etc 

Project Management and Coordina�on – 
excellent local references 

marc@marcpeel.com 
www.thegentlemanpainter.com 
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I do hope some of you will be inspired to read this book  and  I should love 
to hear your thoughts about it. We may not be able to chat about it over 
coffee for the next few weeks, but please email me and let me know 
which bits resonated with you. (rosemarymccormick@hotmail.com)  

I would also welcome sugges�ons of books to feature in future months. I 
know that a lot of you have been doing more reading during lockdown, 
and I should be very happy to hear from anyone who would like to 
contribute a review to this column.   

My plans for the next few issues are: 
September: Dear Mrs Bird by A.J. Pearce – a. war�me tale of courage and 
friendship. 
October: Wilding by Isabella Tree - a book about the environment and the 
importance of conserva�on.  
November: If only they didn’t speak 
English by Jon Sopel – a fascina�ng 
study of the American way of life. 

If you have any thoughts about these 
books or would like to suggest a �tle for 
future reading please remember that 
the magazine deadline is the 15th of the 
month! 

Rosemary McCormick 
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Time for a rest 

I’m �red!  I don’t know about you?  And yet I 
am ge�ng up later and going to bed earlier than I was accustomed to 
before the pandemic struck. I’m travelling less; indeed, I s�ll have an 
almost full tank of petrol and have had to call out the AA three �mes 
because the ba�ery has died! I’m at home principally, but my working 
day has got fuller and more demanding as �me has gone on. 

So I’m planning a holiday! A retreat and some study leave. Having been 
ordained 24 years, I have yet to have a period of sabba�cal, and I’m 
looking forward to it! It is not going to take the form I would have 
planned. There will not be the opportunity of a trip overseas or a 
residen�al conference to a�end, but there will be plenty of �me for 
family, rest, reading and reflec�on. 

What about you? I know some of you might be feeling that our children 
have had one big holiday at home since lockdown, but I can assure you 
that they, their parents and their teachers have all been working hard 
to ensure that learning can con�nue even though the normal pa�erns 
have been disturbed. Whether we have been working from home, 
furloughed or feeling alone in isola�on, each of us will, I expect, have 
experienced something of the sense of weariness that heightened 
anxiety, change of rou�ne and uncertain expecta�on brings. 

So I want to encourage you to take some �me off. There’s a fabulous 
li�le children’s story called Jesus’ Day Off which you might like read as 
an example of the need for even the Creator to re-create. The example 
of Sabbath rest which our Creator God offers us in the opening chapters 
of the Bible speaks to us of the need for taking �me to put down the 
tools of work and take space to reflect and rest.   

We have spent the past few months in lockdown in order to keep 
ourselves physically healthy. Let’s make sure that in these next few 
months we a�end as much to our spiritual and emo�onal health, by 
discovering sabbath rest! 

With every blessing 

Bishop Ruth 
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Frome Churchwardens Accounts  
Transcrip�on Project 

I’m pleased to say that I have now heard from Sara, one of the 
students at Georgia Southern University who has been working on our 
transcrip�on project, that she is now recovered from COVID-19. She 
kindly sent me the batch of transcrip�ons that she was working on 
when she was taken ill, and there is much of interest in them. 

The period covered includes the end of Queen Anne’s reign and the 
beginning of that of George I. But for one line in the accounts, I might 
not have inves�gated further, as all seemed quite standard in rela�on 
to proclama�ons and payments to ringers on corona�on day etc. 

What caught my a�en�on was that on 21 March 1713/14 the 
Churchwardens accounts record a payment of 10 shillings to the bell 
ringers ‘Pd the Ringers about D Sachverell’. 

 
Dr Henry Sacheverell (1674-1724) was an English High Church Anglican 
clergyman. In 1709 he campaigned to be appointed to the chaplaincy 
of St Saviour’s, Southwark, and amongst his strongest supporters was 
Lord Weymouth of Longleat, who had been a lifelong friend of Bp 
Thomas Ken. His campaign and appointment ‘much troubled’ the then 
Archbishop of Canterbury, Thomas Tenison. 

Sacheverell achieved na�onwide fame in 1709 a�er preaching an 
incendiary 5th November sermon en�tled “The Perils of False 
Brethren, Both in Church and State”. The 5th November was an 
important day in the Whig calendar – both the day of the Gunpowder 
Plot of 5th November 1605 and William of Orange's landing at Torbay 
on 5th November 1688. Whigs claimed both these days as a double 
deliverance from “popery”. 

Sacheverell’s sermon, given to the Lord Mayor, aldermen and council 
of London in St Paul's Church, was considered too subversive to be 
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ignored. Sacheverell compared the Gunpowder Plot not with the 
revolu�on of 1688 but with 30th January 1649, the day on which 
Charles I was executed.  He thus turned the anniversary of the 
Gunpowder Plot into an a�ack upon Catholics and dissenters. The 
threat to the Church from Catholics was dealt with in three minutes; 
the rest of the one-and-a-half-hour sermon was an a�ack on Dissenters 
and the “false brethren” who aided them in menacing church and 
state. The sermon was published, and around 100,000 copies were 
printed in all – an immense circula�on for the �me.  

It was decided to impeach Sacheverell before the House of Lords, and 
he was impeached for high crimes and misdemeanours. Sacheverell’s 
trial lasted from 27th February to 21st March 1710, and the verdict 
was that he should be suspended for three years and that the two 
sermons should be burnt at the Royal Exchange. This was the decree of 
the state, and it had the effect of making him a martyr in the eyes of 
the populace, bringing about the first Sacheverell riots that year in 
London and the rest of the country, which included a�acks on 
Presbyterian and other Dissenter places of worship, with some being 
burned down.  

Sacheverell's sentence expired on 23rd March 1713. The reac�on in 
London was muted compared to the celebra�ons in the provincial 
towns such as Worcester, Norwich, Wells and Frome, where the 
steeples were decked with flags, windows were decorated with 
streamers, along with bonfires and people singing in the streets. 

The accounts also record in June 1714 payment for a copy of the 
Proclama�on altering the state prayers to be for Queen Anne and the 
Elector of Brunswick, the future King George I, consequent upon the 
death of his mother, the Electress Sophia, on 28th May 1714. 

 
The Queen’s half-brother, James Francis Edward Stuart, had been 
excluded from the succession by the Act of Se�lement of 1701 and the 
Act of Union between England and Scotland.  

Continues  
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The churchwardens’ accounts record expenses rela�ng to the 
proclama�on of the new King and for ringers on ‘Crownaishon’ day on 
20th October 1714. But his is only part of the story: When George, 
Elector of Brunswick, became King, he excluded Tories from office and 
appointed a Whig-dominated government. This led to riots in some 
places at the �me of George’s corona�on, including Frome where 
rioters “dressed up an Idiot, called George, in a Fool’s Coat, saying 
here’s our George where’s …” 

The accounts also record payment to bell ringers when the new King 
arrived in England in September. 

 
Rev John Bowden, minister at Rook Lane, preached a sermon en�tled 
“A sermon preach'd at Frome, in the county of Somerset, January the 
20th 1714/5. Being the day of publick thanksgiving for His Majesty 
King George's ... accession to the throne”.  Meanwhile the Whig 
writer Daniel Defoe complained that the Church of England pulpit had 
become “a Trumpet of Sedi�on”, and another writer describes the 
High Church clergy of the Church of England as fomen�ng discontent 
and that they were “by reputa�on the progenitors of mob violence”. 

In the spring and summer of 1715 a series of riots occurred in England 
in which High Church mobs a�acked over forty Dissen�ng mee�ng-
houses. The riots occurred on symbolic days: 28th May was George I's 
birthday, 29th May was the anniversary of Charles II's Restora�on and 
10th June was the birthday of the Jacobite Pretender, James Francis 
Edward Stuart. Paul Kleber Monod in his book Jacobi�sm and the 
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PRAYER DIARY – a theme to include in our prayers day by day  

1 NHS staff 

 2 Postal and delivery workers 

 3 Retail staff 

 4 Our neighbours 

 5 Waste management workers 

 6 Care home staff 

 7 Our family and friends 

 8 All in hospital 

 9 All depending upon food banks 

10 People we are missing contact 
with 

11 Those manufacturing the goods 
we need day by day 

12 People living in overcrowded/ 
inadequate accommodation 

13 People at risk in this time of 
isolation 

14 People in need of counselling 
and support 

15 Care workers who continue to 
visit 

16 Holders of responsible office in 
government and nation 

17 Those researching to find cures 
and vaccines 

18 People furloughed from their 
work 

19 People fearing their business 
will fail 

20 Those working in media and 
communication 

21 People struggling with other 
health issues 

22 People who are bereaved 

23 People whose weddings have 
been postponed 

24 People whose children can’t yet 
be baptised 

25 Schools providing places for 
children of key workers 

26 People whose moves of home 
and/or job are on hold 

27 People frightened or struggling 
with mental health 

28 People without means of online 
communication 

29 Pharmacists and pharmacy staff 
30 Those working in the justice 

system – police, courts, prison 
staff etc 

31 People we love and care and 
pray for 

English People, 1688–1788 records that “in Norton St Philip near Bath 
James was proclaimed king” and that “At Frome the mob was 
reluctantly persuaded not to destroy the local Dissen�ng chapel”. 

In response to these riots, the new Whig majority passed the Riot Act 
to put down disturbances. This law strengthened magistrates’ powers 
and allowed Jus�ces of the Peace to disperse demonstra�ons without 
fear of prosecu�on. 

Colin Alsbury 
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BECKINGTON PHYSIOTHERAPY 
PRACTICE 

has relocated to 
Shawford Farm (A36) 
Beckington, BA11 6SQ 

Alison Rossiter MCSP, SRP 
Lesley Fussell MCSP, SRP, AACP 

 Each with over 30 years of 
experience specialising in treatment 

of muscle, and joint problems 
including: back and neck pain, work 

and posture related disorders, sports 
injuries, joint and muscle problems 

following accidents and surgery, 
arthri�c condi�ons. 

Home visits can be arranged. 
Contact  01373 831483 

Email lfussellphysio@gmail.com 
Come and see us at our new address 
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Jesus took Peter, James and John, his closest disciples, up a high 
mountain. This is o�en iden�fied as either Mount Tabor (there is a great 
church up there today), or one of the three spurs of Mount Hermon, 
which overlook Caesarea Philippi. High up on the mountain, Jesus was 
suddenly transfigured before His disciples. His face began to shine as the 
sun, His garments became white and dazzling. Elijah and Moses, of all 
people, suddenly appeared, and talked with Him. A bright cloud 
overshadowed the disciples, and a divine Voice spoke out of the cloud, 
saying that Jesus was His beloved son, whom the disciples should ‘hear’.  
God’s dwelling with mankind depends upon our listening to Jesus.    

Then, just as suddenly, it is all over. What did it mean? 
Why Moses and Elijah? Well, these two men represent 
the Law and the Prophets of the Old Covenant, or Old 
Testament. But now they are handing on the baton, if 
you like: for both the Law and the Prophets found their 
true and final fulfilment in Jesus, the Messiah. 

Transfigura�on 
Jesus 
mountain 
Tabor 
Hermon 
Caesarea 
Philippi 
high 
shine 
face 
cloud 
transformed 
white 
dazzling 
Elijah 
Moses 
dwelling 
mankind 
Law 
Prophets 
Peter 
James 
John 
fear 
glory 

WORD SEARCH: The Transfigura�on (Ma�hew 17, Mark 9, Luke 9) 
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Across 
1 and 3 Two of the disciples who witnessed the transfigura�on of 

Jesus (Luke 9:28) (4,3,5) 
3 See 1 Across  
8 ‘Let us draw — to God with a sincere heart in full assurance of 

faith’ (Hebrews 10:22) (4)  
9 O Simon is (anag.) (8)  
11 Form of government under the direct rule of God or his agents (10)  
14 How Jesus found his disciples when he returned to them a�er 

praying in Gethsemane (Luke 22:45) (6)  

The Bible version used in this crossword is the NIV. 

AUGUST CROSSWORD 
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15 In The Pilgrim’s Progress, the name of the meadow into which 
Chris�an strayed, which led to Doub�ng Castle (2-4)  

17 Glad sin rat (anag.) (10) 
20 Spinal column (Levi�cus 3:9) (8)  
21 Valley of the Balsam Tree with a reputa�on of being a waterless place 

(Psalm 84:6) (4)  
22 ‘The oracle of Balaam son of Beor, the oracle of one — — sees 

clearly’ (Numbers 24:3) (5,3)  
23 Adam and Eve’s third son (Genesis 4:25) (4) 
Down 
1 David’s great friend (1 Samuel 20:17) (8)  
2 ‘The Lord... will bring me safely to his — kingdom’ (2 Timothy 4:18) (8)  
4 ‘I, Daniel, mourned for three weeks. I ate no choice food; — — or 

wine touched my lips’ (Daniel 10:3) (2,4)  
5 Seeking to vindicate (Job 32:2) (10)  
6 Female servant (Isaiah 24:2) (4)  
7 ‘For Christ died for — once for all’ (1 Peter 3:18) (4)  
10 ‘Offering spiritual sacrifices — to God through Jesus Christ’ (1 Peter 

2:5) (10)  
12 Jesus said that some people had renounced this ‘because of the 

kingdom of heaven’ (Ma�hew 19:12) (8)  
13 One of the three men thrown into the furnace for refusing to worship 

Nebuchadnezzar’s golden image (Daniel 3:20) (8)  
16 ‘You have — of good things laid up for many years. Take life easy; eat, 

drink and be merry’ (Luke 12:19) (6)  
18 ‘There before me was a white horse! Its rider held — — , and he was 

given a crown’ (Revela�on 6:2) (1,3)  
19 Equipment to Charity Hospitals Overseas (1,1,1,1) 

Answers, July’s crossword: ACROSS: 1, Riches. 4, Abner’s. 7, Soul. 8, Damascus. 
9, Statutes. 13, Add. 16, Cra�smanship. 17, Old. 19, Redeemer. 24, Walls are. 
25, Wise. 26, Target. 27, Thieve. DOWN: 1, Rest. 2, Courtyard. 3, Sadhu. 4, Arm 
he. 5, Nose. 6, Round. 10, Tutor. 11, Timid. 12, Sense. 13, Ashbelite. 14, Dips. 
15, Echo. 18, Lhasa. 20, Exact. 21, Erect. 22, Flog. 23, Mede  

Crosswords reproduced by kind permission of BRF and John Capon, originally published in Three 
Down, Nine Across, by John Capon (£6.99 BRF)  
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YOUR MAGAZINE TEAM 

Editor St John’s  Mandy Crook 
Editor St Katharine’s Terry Williams 
Printer     Karolyn Curle 
Collators    Judith & Peter Davies, Allyson and Michael Joyce 

Please send in material for Inspire to the editors by the 15th of the previous 
month (please give St Katharine’s news to the St Katharine’s editor). 

ADVERTISING RATES 
For a full year (10 issues – August and December are double-months) 

1/8 page  4.3 cm (height) by 6 cm (width)    £20.00 
1/4 page  9 cm (height) by 6 cm (width)    £30.00 
1/3 page 6 cm (height) by 12.3 cm (width)    £40.00 
 ½ page 9 cm (height) by 12.3 cm (width)    £60.00 
Full page 18 cm (height) by 12.3 cm (width) £110.00 

To adver�se, please contact the editor 
 (amandacrook@blueyonder.co.uk) 

SUDOKU 
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St John’s Church School (Aided) 

Headteacher Mrs Claire Marsland  

Chair of Governors Vacant c/o school 

Clerk to Governors Ms Rosemary Conway   

  Email: rconway@educ.somerset.gov.uk   

Woodlands, St Katharine 

Churchwardens Mr Michael Joyce  

 Vacancy  

Deputy warden Mrs Amanda Short  

PCC Secretary Mrs Mandy Hulme  

PCC Treasurer 

Organist/Choir leader Ms Diana Carrington   

Flowers Mrs Vicky Turner  

Magazine contact Mrs Terry Williams  

Covered by vicar and wardens  

 Mrs Mandy Hulme  

East Woodlands Hall 

Hall Bookings Mrs Sara Charlton sarajaynechar@yahoo.com 

Hall website  www.ewvh.co.uk 

FACT 
Frome Area Chris�ans Together 

Chair Vacant  

 

We have tried to get all the key contacts on these lists; if you have any 
corrections or suggestions to be added to the list please contact the 

editors. 
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Material for the September magazine to the editor 
by 15th August, please. 

 


